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Disciples and Their Lord 
By J. E. Harris 


for us the praise to take; 
Not for us the vaunt to make 
Always loyal to have been, 
Ever faithful, quick, and keen 
As our Lord’s disciples. 


But for us the lowlier part 

Of the conscience-smitten heart, 

Seeking Him whose side was riv’n 

That His mercy might be giv’n 
Unte weak disciples. 


Not for us the boast to make 
That our Lord we'll ne’er forsake, 
Since that Peter, when assailed 
By the Tempter, wholly failed 

As his Lord’s disciple. 


But for us a steadfast hope 

In the One whose pow’r can cope 

With our weakness, and bestow, 

Strength to make us, here below, 
Loyal, true disciples. 


w 
Will Peace Plans Succeed? 


No right-thinking person wants war. 
Men cudgel their brains to prevent it, 
and already peace plans are appearing 
which are designed to give us a safe 
and. sane world. But generally, like 
patent medicines, they give only tem- 
porary relief if they succeed at all, and 
never touch the heart of the trouble. 
They overlook such vital facts as that 
man’s heart is desperately wicked, that 
Christ alone can cleanse it, that Scrip- 





ture prophesies wars until the end of 
this age, and that no lasting peace will 
ever come to the whole earth until Christ 
returns. There are high-sounding words 
in an eleven-point analysis of peace 
problems issued recently by the Geneva 
office of the World Council of Churches, 
but it only touches the fringes of the 
matter. It is not surprising “that agree- 
ment on concrete steps to be taken still 
was lacking.” Much was said about the 
church’s duty, and there is real truth 
in the statement “that the church must 
preach to all nations that Christ is the 
Lord over all powers.” But, as might 
have been expected, there is no recog- 
nition that we are all sinners before a 
holy God, that Christ is the unique Son 
of God who came to save us, that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom,” and that His Word is the basis 
upon which all our plans should be 
made. Is not God saying to us again: 
“Oh that my people had hearkened unto 
me, and Israel had walked in my ways! 
I should soon have subdued their en- 
emies, and turned my hand against their 
adversaries.” 
a 


The Means of Grace 


God has appointed certain means 
that we are to use if we would maintain 
communion with Him. It requires His 
grace even to use them, In one of his 
penetrating passages Alexander Whyte 
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Resting in 


HILE each soul is a mystery 

known only to God, it is a com- 

fort that to Him all is clear: He 
understands. 

The Psalmist spoke of his downsitting 

and his uprising, his path, his ways, and 

his very thoughts as all known to Je- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease” 
(Gen. 8:22). 














writes: “Our knowledge of-Gospel truth: 
our personal experience of ‘the life of 
God in our own soul; our sensible at- 
tainments in this grace of the Spirit 
and in that; in secret prayer, in love 
to God, in forgiveness of injuries, in 
good-will to all men, and in self-denial 
that no one knows of . .. All: these 
things, at their best, are not the true 
jewel that no thief can break through 
nor steal; but though they are not our 
best and truest riches, yet they have 
their place and play their part in send- 
ing us up the pilgrim way. By our 
long and close study of the word of 
God, if that is indeed our case; by di- 
vine truth dwelling richly and experi- 
mentally in our hearts; and by a hidden 
life that is its own witness, and which 
always has the Holy Spirit’s seal set 
upon it that we are the children of God, 
—dall that keeps, and is designed by God 
to keep our hearts up amid the labours 
and the faintings, the hopes and the 
fears of the spiritual life.” These words 
recall such Scriptural exhortations as 
these: “Pray without ceasing”; “Medi- 
tate upon these things; give thyself 
wholly to them; that thy profiting may 
appear to all”; “Fight the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on eternal life, where- 
unto thou art also called, and hast pro- 
fessed good profession ‘before many 
witnesses.” And obedience, .in ‘the 
strengtii of the Lord, always brings rich 
rewards, 
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His Will bic 
hovah, the faithful, changeless Lord. 
That his way was beset behind and be- 
fore so closely that the besetter could 
lay His hand on him inspired marvel 
and adoration, and, more than this, 
wherever the Psalmist might go, even 
to Heaven or Hades, to the uttermost 
part of the sea, even there he would still 
be cared for, held, led, covered. Is 
there not a word here for the countless 
anxious hearts whose loved ones are 
beyond their reach, beset by unknown 
perils of climate, foe, disease, accident, 
yet just as near to God as are the hearts 
at home? Even there, wherever that 
may be, there is the care of the God of 
all the earth. 
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- John Bunyan, in the immortal “Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” pictures many a scene 
in the inner life of a believer, scenes 
familiar to the experience of many to- 
day. Is it beside the waters of quiet- 
ness and the pastures of tender grass? 
Not always. Is it in a dry and thirsty 
land where no water is? Christ leads 
to’ springs in. the desert, even in a 
“desert without a way.” 


A little boy of twelve caught a fatal 
chill in bathing. Lying in terrified de- 
lirium, he was soothed for hours by the 
words: “When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee.” 
He passed away in a last flicker of con- 
sciousness with a light and a smile on 
his face, as someone whispered, “Jesus.” 
Even there, in the extremity of life or 
death, the believer has his Lord with 
him. 


For some, there are valleys of deep 
darkness, but even there the faithful 
God is present, and to Him the darkness 
and the light are alike. One believdt, 
‘subject to times of uhaccountable spir- 
itual darkness, found the best thing was 
to tell the Lord she was willing to stay 
in the dark as long as He pleased — and 
light always sprang up. “God is light, 
and in him-is no darkness at all” (1 
John 1:5). All the bewilderments of 
the present are no perplexity to Him, and 
“he made darkness his pavilion,” and 
His pavilion i a refuge for His warriors. 
If He is there, as He always is, even 
the scourge of the tongue falls without 
its sting. How David must have been 
tried by this as he heard what people 
were saying about him! 


Martha was sore put to it in her day 
“of adversity. Many a time had she 
proved the love of the Lord for Laz- 
arus, Mary, and herself: it was beyond 
question. And yet, though she had sent 
an urgent message that Lazarus was sick, 
‘their Friend stayed away until Lazarus 
was dead and buried. Why? Oh, the 
anguish of that question! Is it not heard 
nowadays when desperate need calls for 
‘prayer, and the prayer appears to be 
unheeded? Appears, for no real prayer 
‘is unheard. The Lord started toward 
the stricken home when He knew it 
was best. To His disciples who were 
‘with Him, all was perplexity. They also 
‘asked “why?” The Lord is never under 
obligation to explain; His restraints are 
meant to test faith and to cause ‘it to 
grow. “Lord, if thou hadst been here 

.” The “might-have-beens” and “sec- 
ond causes” are maddening when they 
come between the Lord and His own 
as a dark shadow. Do we not know 
this by bitter experience? Why not look 
straight and always to Him alone, taking 
everything direct from Him as He did 
from His Father? 

Clearly Martha did not expect resur- 
rection; probably she did not know what 
she did expect, except that Jesus the 
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Lord would do something.. “I know, that 
even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee.” Even now, 
when the situation was desperate beyond 
repair. Death had taken place, yet 
Christ answered her “even now” with 
something exceeding abundantly above 
all she asked or thought: He raised 
Lazarus. And what a revelation of her 
Lord’s tender love for them all had they 
when they saw His tears! Silent tears, 
but accompanied by groans for the sor- 
row He was so soon to swallow up in 
joy. Yes, and He is the same today as 
then, and will be forever. He is still 
touched by that which touches His own. 

The Lord Jesus knew the way He was 
being criticized and condemned by the 
religious leaders of His nation. Wher- 
ever He went teaching and healing (and 
it is computed that He traveled on foot 
many hundreds of miles), the cultured 
circles, religious and upper classes, re- 
fused Him. He was despise and re- 
jected, a lonely and outcast stranger on 
earth. Yet the common people heard 
Him gladly, and He actually rejoiced 
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in spirit and answered and said: “I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes. Even 
so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.” Even so, Father! He was 
scorned, but if His Father chose to re- 
veal His truths to unlearned and simple 
country people, He was content. He, 
the Creator (for without Him was not 
anything made that was made), was so 
lowly and obedient as man that He was 
willing for any service with any result 
of His Father’s choice; He learned obe- 
dience by the things He suffered. It was 
the key to His life on earth, “Even so, 
Father.” Abraham had said “Amen” to 
God’s will. The Lord Jesus went beyond 
this; and the only time we read of His 
rejoicing in spirit was about this very 
thing, the revelation to “babes.” Truly 
God’s thoughts are not ours until He 
reveals them to us, and we receive’ them 
obediently. May we be among the 
“babes,” taking His yoke and learning of 
Him who is meek and lowly in heart. 
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The Tabernacle Gate 


As an old subscriber of the much loved 
S.S. Tres, I naturally keep the back 
numbers with index. I have been study- 
ing the Tabernacle of the Israelites as 
to typology, and have been going through 
my back numbers to see if I could find 
any reference to the significance of the 
“Outer Court.” Were Israelites only and 
not others admitted through the east 
gate? Or were only the priests admitted? 
Does the door or gate of the outer court, 
as well as the door of the Holy Place, 
typify Christ as the Door? (John 10:9.) 

Thanks for the article on “The Veil,” 
December, ’42. —An Illinois Sunday school 
teacher. 

Evidently Israelites only and not others 
were admitted through the gate in the 
linen hangings that formed the court 
around the Tabernacle. That this gate 
faced the east is made clear in Exodus 
27:13-15: “And the breadth of the court 
on the east side eastward shall be fifty 
cubits. The hangings of one side of. the 
gate shall be fifteen cubits: their pillars 
three, and their sockets three. And on 
the other side shall be hangings fifteen 
cubits: their pillars three, and their 
sockets three.” In the preceding verses 
plans for the sides of the court facing 
south, north, and west are given. 

That Israelites were admitted through 
the gate, and that others were not al- 
lowed to enter it, must be inferred from 
several passages. The pattern of the 
Tabernacle was given to Moses for the 
Children of Israel, and may be seen from 
such phrases as the following: “When 
thou takest the sum of the children- of 
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. And thou 
shalt take the atonement money of the 
children of Israel, and shalt appoint it 
for the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation” (Exod. 30:12, 16); “And 
Moses. spake unto all the congregation 
of the children of Israel, saying, This is 
the thing which the Lord commanded, 
saying, ...” and then follow ihstruc- 
tions concerning the offerings to be used 
in the building of the Tabernacle. In 
the first seven chapters of Leviticus the 
various offerings are described. The 
boek opens with these words: “And the 
Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto 
him out of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, saying, Speak unto the children 
of Israel, and say unto them, If any 
man of you bring an offering unto the 
Lord ...” From Leviticus 1:3 and 
the following verses it would seem that 
an Israelite was obliged to bring . his 
offering through the gate to the -priest, 
who then prepared -it for the brazen 
altar which stood between the gate in 
the court and the door into the Holy 
Place of the Tabernacle. Verse 3 reads: 
“If his offering be a burnt-sacrifice of 
the herd, let him offer a male without 
blemish: he shall offer it of his own 
voluntary will at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation before the 
Lord.” Again, in the third chapter, verse 
2:. “And he shall lay his hand upon the 
head of his offering, and kill it at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion: and Aaron’s sons the priests shall 


(Continued on page 220) 
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Hand in Creation 
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ET us consider briefly a statement 

that .Paul makes in the eleventh 
chapter of his Letter to the He- 
brews (for there is strong evidence that 
he was the author). It is as follows: 
“Through faith we understand that the 
worlds {mark the plural!] were framed 
by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were’ not made of things which 
do appear” (Heb. 11:3). 

It seems to me that no more profound 
statement bearing upon the - ultimate 
constitution of the stuff of the cosmos 
«what we call matter and energy — 
has ever come from the lips of any 
atomic physicist than this statement of 
Paul’s, The.chemists and the physicists 
say matter is composed of something 
that we describe as electric charges, or 
electricity. Intricate mathematical for- 
mulas delineate the behavior of these 
discrete particles in the atomic structures, 
of which we believe they are building 
blocks. 


The Building Blocks of Atoms 

The marvelous thing is that by vary- 
ing the numbers of these infinitely small 
particles of electrical energy, and their 
relation to one another in distance, and 
perhaps by making changes in the paths 
in which they travel about one another, 
we are able to get such variations in the 
structure of the atom as to result in such 
physical differences and varying chemi- 
cal properties as those exhibited by the 
oxygen we breathe, the iron that. makes 
up the blade of your penknife, the cop- 
per and the silver and the nickel in 
the coins in your purse, the aluminum 
in your cooking utensils, the magnesium 
in your flashlight powder, and the in- 
cendiary bomb of the magnesium wall 
type, ‘and the lead in the drainpipes in 
your home. Observe how the hardness, 
‘color, weight, ease of oxidation or ten- 
dency to rust, the melting point, the 
conduction of heat, the capacity to con- 
duct electricity, in fact, the whole physi- 
cal appearance and range of chemical and 
physi¢al properties of these metallic ele- 
ments differ. The same facts are observed 
when we examine the elements that are 
gases at ordinary pressures and tempera- 
tures.. All these differences in proper- 
ties are inherent in the differences in 
the ultimate atomic structures, ‘and they 
are all built up out of the same mysteri- 
ous thing we name “electricity.” 

The inside of the world of the atom is 
a place of mysterious emptiness, popu- 
lated by a few isolated charges of what 
‘we name electricity in rapid and beau- 
tifully related motion, In this respect 


When skeptics complacently declare 
that they believe only what they see, 
they never tell the whole truth. 
They hide behind this lame excuse 
in rejecting the great truths of the 
spiritual life revealed in God’s Word, 
but they are forced to act upon faith 
almost every day of their lives. They 
cannot explain electricity, yet they 
believe in it and use it continually. 
In this sixth article of his series Dr. 
Stine writes of the mysterious atom, 
electricity, matter, energy, and the 
most mysterious power of all: the 
life that surges up continually in the 
whole natural world. Nature lovers 
will enjoy his word pictures of New 
England forests. This unusual series 
of essays on the wonders of creation, 
by one who is a true scientist and 
at the same time a firm believer in 
God’s Word, will be concluded 
next week. 








the world of the atom resembles inter- 
planetary space. We are informed that 
if all of the flaming suns and their at- 
tending planets were distributed as star 
dust through the depths of interplane- 
tary space, we would en@ounter no great 
concentration of star dust, but that actu- 
ally the density of the matter in inter- 
planetary space, as compared with water, 
would be represented by the fraction 
1% times 10 to the minus 3lst power 
(or a fraction with 31 ciphers in the de- 
nominator). And so it is with the so- 
called “solid” matter with which we deal 
from day to day. The atomic physicist 
tells us that it is largely empty space. 
The distinction between matter and 
energy, and the old teaching of a mere 
20 or 30' years ago, as to the unalter- 
ability of a chemical element, have gone 
to that same limbo where resides the 
belief in a flat earth about which the 
sun revolved. In place of this old be- 
lief in the impossibility of transforming 
energy into matter and matter into en- 
ergy, the atomic physicist of today has 
set up the mathematical postulates of the 
constitution of the atom from the ulti- 
mate stuff of the cosmos — electricity. 
Do you inquire, “What, exactly, is this 
mysterious thing, electricity?” No one 
can answer your question. Perhaps the 
best definition of electricity is one given 
by a great research mind in this field: 
“Electricity is a thought in the mind of 
God.” And so of all our boasted defini- 
tions of protons and electrons and posi- 
trons and neutrons and ions and radia- 


tions, etc., there remains only this: A 


concept in the mind of the incomparably 
wise Omniscience who planned all these 
universes of stars and worlds. 

The things all about us which we 
apprehend by means of the sense per- 
ceptions are made from something that 
we literally take on faith. How wonder- 
ful that the Holy Spirit should cause 
Paul to mention this profound knowledge 
of God the Creator as an illustration 
about faith: “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” 
(Rom. 11:33.) How then oh, man, can 
you stultify yourself by saying you be- 
lieve only in what you can touch and 
taste and handle? You know not what 
it is that you touch and handle! 

It is the doctrine of the Incarnation 
and the Atonement at which men of 
worldly wisdom stumble. We will ac- 
cept the statements of the Astronomer, 
the Physicist, and the Biologist, the re- 
search workers in a dozen sciences, but 
when we turn to the statements of a 
Book that claims no less an authority 
than God, a Book that 2,000 years of 
reading and study by countless genera- 
tions of men has not discredited, then 
we hesitate and stumble and question 
this and reject that. God assures us 
that upon our belief in His Word de- 
pends all our future — “Search the scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life: and they are they which testify 
of me” (John 5:39). My reader, do 
you search the Scriptures? Is God's 
Word interesting to you? Do you get 
really hungry to hear it: and to read it? 
Is not your attitude of critical indiffer- 
ence to God’s painstaking effort to in- 
form all men fully as to the plan of 
salvation and the way of life based upon 
your willful ignorance of the content of 
the Holy Bible? You would not presume 
to reject the pronunciamentos of current 
science in more or less complete igno- 
rance of the content of the science, but 
you have the temerity to reject the 
word of the transcendent Intelligence 
whose works constitute the inexhaustible 
field of investigation of all the sciences! 


Creation Demands a Creator 


If I placed my watch before your eyes 
and told you that its intricate mechan- 
ism, with compensation for changes in 
temperature to keep it accurate and sap- 
phire jewels to provide the extremely 
hard bearing surfaces upon which the 
tiny axles and shafts of the wheels re- 
volve practically without wear, would 


(Continued on page 219) 








ee 


208 (4) * 


ZTHRETSUNDAY? SCHOOL 7 HMES 


| at JMarch. 13, 1943 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world - 








4 4 OD is our refuge and strength” 
is a statement that Sir William 
Dobbie says has proved itself 
true in the defense of Malta. In a great 
meeting at Albert Hall, Manchester, he 
said: 

“At the beginning of the war the whole 
might of the Italian army and air force 
was only sixty miles away from Malta’s 
unprepared shores. Their hesitation to 
attack could only be attributed to God’s 
restraining hand, — an answer to prayer.” 
He said the 46th and 27th Psalms greatly 
encouraged him when downhearted, and 
referred to the reality and certainty of 
God’s help. “God was with us. I know 
He was, definitely and practically, in 
our difficult times. It is marvelous in 
our eyes.” 

By way of illustration of answer to 
prayer he mentioned the case of H.M.S. 
, which was damaged in convoy 
work. They were anxious to get this 
valuable ship patched up. Daily bomb- 
ing handicapped the work, but one day 
he asked how long it would take to 
complete the temporary repairs. “Four 
days, if we get no more damage,” was 
the reply. “I prayed about it, and I 
know others did, and for four days we 
were left alone, enabling us to get this 
valuable ship away to safety.” 


The following service is usual when a 
British man-of-war is taken into the 
service for the first time. The Howe, 
latest 35,000-ton battleship, was thus com- 
mitted to God’s blessing, and the service 
broadcast in Radio Newsreel: 

Chaplain: “Brothers, brothers, seeing 
that in the course of our duty we are 
set in the midst of many and great dan- 
gers and that we cannot be faithful to 
the high trust placed in us without the 
help of Almighty God, let us unite our 
prayers in seeking His blessing upon 
this ship and all who shall serve in her.” 

And then, out over the busy dockyard 
and over the little waves tumbling to- 
gether, the wind blew deep voices sing- 
ing, “Lead us, Heavenly Father, lead 
us, o’er the world’s tempestuous sea.” 
And the Captain read that passage from 
the Psalm which every sailor knows: 
“They that go down to the sea in ships, 
that do business in great waters; these 
see the works of the Lord, and his won- 
ders in the deep” (Psa. 107:23, 24). Then 
they continued with a responsive service. 

As the service ended a rising wind 
blew the White Ensign straight out, 
sharp and clear, and from the throats 
of a thousand blue and white figures 
of the sailors, from marines, and from 





dock workers on the turrets, rose the 
hymn of the sea, “Eternal Father, strong 
to save.” 

The Canadian Baptist Mission in Bo- 
livia has a weekly radio broadcast that 
costs it the modest sum of $5 weekly. 
Appreciative letters come from all parts 
of Bolivia and even beyond. ‘Thus one 
writes: 

“I wish to congratulate you on the 
success of your radio talks. In my home 
we listen to you with reverence, and 
look forward: to your talk as to bread 
from Heaven. My Indian brethren re- 
joice as we do. I know also that many 
Catholic priests listen and admire your 
knowledge of the Bible, At the Bolivar 
[football club] all were astonished: that 
the Evangelistas should preach Christ in 
such an interesting manner.” 

A group of faithful women in the La 
Paz church meet week by week to study 
God’s Word. They distribute tracts on 
the streets and at factory gates, visit the 
sick and helpless, and feed the poor. 
There is a class of 37 young business- 
women and a Daily Vacation’ Bible 
School with an attendance of.54. Miss 
Francklin’s  Chicos—little, neglected, 
homeless, market . carrier-boys — still 
meet for their class on Monday evening, 

The Bolivian Sentinel is the monthly 
organ of the mission, which gives Bo- 
livian Christians fifteen pages of evan- 
gelical news. 


An outpost of the Reformation is held 
by Pastor Real d’Anjou far northeast in 
the Gaspé County’ of Quebec Province 
(village of Fontenelle). They have 
burned his house, put his leading elder 
in prison for five months (during. which 
prison time he brought several men to 
Christ}, and sent thither Catholic monks 
to crowd out by ever-increasing pres- 
sure, this promising little Christian com- 
munity. He is a Presbyterian minister, 
a. faithful witness, with, in addition to 
his church, a school of eighty boys and 
girls. Yet he is troubled on every side, 
with no certain dwelling place. We 
should all help, but where is the Pres- 
byterian Church of Canada? 

A recent letter from Pastor d’Anjou 
reads: “At Christmas time I received 
an anonymous letter threatening death 
and fire.” At Christmas time, the season 
of good will!’ -Then he adds, as from 
one on the -firing line, “Unhappily many 
Protestants in Canada are too compla- 
cent regarding the,Romap Church.” 

The Cam’slang Wark,-—-This year is the 
two hundredth anniversary of a.famous 
religious revival-in Seotland called “the 
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Cam’slang Wark,” the center of which 
was: at Cambuslang, a weaving village 
six miles from Glasgow. For our time 
the conditions of. its beginning are in- 
structive, for they were doctrinal. The 
minister of the town, William McCulloch, 
had preached for the twelve preceding 
months on Christian doctrine, This 
meaty instruction at a time when 
preaching generally was of the arid ra- 
tionalist sort: was so much relished that 
eighty heads of families signed a petition 
to him to start a Bible study class. This 
he did, and the winter was spent con- 
sidering such themes as man’s fallen 
nature, his need of regeneration, justi- 
fication by faith, sanctification by the 
Holy Spirit. 4 

From doctrine came a heightened re- 
ligious concern which broke out in the 
establishment of no less than a dozen 
prayer meetings in various parts of Cam- 
buslang.. The minister started open-air 
preaching in a near-by glen, expound- 
ing the Bible Sunday afternoons. Soon, 
from far and near, streamed men and 
women to “the Preaching Braes” to hear 
this quiet, earnest minister expound the 
Gospel. Whitefield was asked to help. 
The Spirit fell-on the assemblies. He 
wrote of the weeping and spiritual dis- 
tress: “People seemed to be smitten by 
scores. ‘They were carried off and 
brought into the house like wounded 
soldiers taken from the field of battle. 
Mr. McCulloch preached: after I had done, 
till past one in the morning, and even 
then. the people could scarcely be got 
to retire. Throughout the whole night 
the voice of prayer and praise could still 
be heard in the fields.” 

Dr. Kennedy, writing of this great re- 
vival in the British Weekly, tells us that, 
at the Communion on Sunday, July, 1742, 
some twenty thousand people were pres- 
ent, and even more at a later one, drawn 
from all parts of the South of Scotland. 
For five months the work went on.~ In 
Cambuslang alone, a town of 900 peo- 
ple, four hundred were soundly con- 
verted, and a new church was built for 
their attendance. The minister who fol- 
lowed Mr. McCulloch insisted that the 
influence of the revival was still felt 
thirty years later! 

And it went back originally to doc- 
trinal instruction ! 


The Missionary Messenger quotes Mr. 
C.: J. .Stranks, former missionary. in 
Japan,.on. the influence of modernist 
theology ‘in checking the Christian move- 
ment: in. that country. - It seemed. for 
some years as if Christianity were to be 
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atcepted by the Japanese Government 
as a part of the national modernization. 
Serious discussions took place in gov- 
ernment circles looking to this end. And 
apart altogether from the Government 
there was every chance that ‘Christian- 
ity would dominate the soul of the coun- 
try. So swift was its advancing tide 
that at a gathering of missionaries held 
in Tokyo in 1883 it was declared to be 
a@ matter. only of a few years before the 
whole country would be converted, at 
least in name. 

“But in 1882 Japan had heard its first 
word of Darwinism from a visiting 
American biologist. The doubt arose 
whether Christianity was as firmly seated 
in the West as it seemed to be. Every- 
body wanted to be new and up-to-date. 
Then came Biblical criticism and liberal 
theology. It looked as if Christians were 
themselves admitting the falsity of much 
.that they had taught. Japan had made 
the momentous discovery that Christian- 
ity was not, after all, the essence of 
Western civilization, that the prosperity 
which she admired and wished to imi- 
tate, so far from being a product of the 
Christian spirit, was of itself irreligious. 

“From that time onward most for- 
ward-looking Japanese, who were eager 
for their country to be in the van of 
everything that represented progress, 
ceased to be interested in Christianity.” 


The one hundred and fiftieth anni- 
versary of William Carey’s volunteering 
for mission work in India was celebrated 
in Kettering, England, October 2 of last 
year, and it is well to pause and recall 
what that great man accomplished. In 
spite of his very limited education he 
made in his lifetime Biblical translations 
into thirty-five languages, to wit: 
Bengali, Oriya, Hindi, Marathi, Sanskrit, and 
Assamese — whole Bibles. 

Panjabi, New Testament and Old Testament 
to Ezekiel 26. 

Pashto and Kashmiri, “New Testaments, and 
Old Testaments up to 2 Kings. 

Telegu and Konkani, New Testaments and 
Pentateuchs. 

Nineteen other New Testaments and five one- 
or-more Gospels. 

Robert Southey said of him in the 
Quarterly Review, 1809, that in fourteen 
years he had done more to spread the 
knowledge of the Scriptures among the 
heathen than all the world beside. In 
the quarter century following his sailing 
to India, missionary society after mis- 
sionary society came into being, and the 
British Bible Society also. It was the 
real start of modern missions on a 
world-wide scale. 


From an Address by H. W. Kirby at 
the Conference of American Baptist 
missionaries at Golaghat, Assam, I quote 
a portion here to show that there are 
still loyalists left in the old missions. 

“It has been said in the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention that, as Baptists, our 
only policy is to follow the Bible. — It 
follows then that every Baptist mission- 
ary should be a believer in the whole 
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Bible; for it is God’s Word. I thank 
God that our Bible school in Jorhat 
téaches faith in God and His Word. 

“You cannot give your all and not 
have God give His all. You never suffer 
by giving your ail. In every page of 
the New Testament you will find Christ, 
and He was always giving. But first of 
all He gave Good News. In Assam we 
may have teaching, healing, nursing, but 
if we are not preaching then we are a 
failure. If our hospitals do many big 
operations and none are brought to 
Christ, then is our medical work a fail- 
ure. We are here to make Christ known, 
and for no other job whatever. Some 
years ago my wife started a morning 
Bible class for leper men. I made the 
mistake of thinking I was too busy. 
Now I have the Bible class, and it is 
the greatest joy of our work for lepers. 

“Christ was also the great Healer. 
In the New Testament you will find 
more mention of leprosy cured than of 
any other disease. The Assamese call 
leprosy ‘the great disease.’ I dined in 
the home of a wealthy Assamese and he 
made the remark, ‘When I see a leper 
I always throw a pice to him lest he 
curse me.’ A man who sent his children 
to England for education, who spoke 
beautiful English, and yet afraid of a 
leper’s curse ! 

“Christ was a great Provider. He fed 
the multitude but only after they had 
listened to a long sermon. The Watch- 
man-Examiner writes, ‘God has had to 
turn away from us and permit the crea- 
tion of new independent faith missions.’ 
Thank God we have ten of them in As- 
sam! Every mission should be a faith 
mission. Money will come if you do 
what God wants you to do. I have 
enlarged hospital and nursing home 
many times, put up new buildings on 
the leper compound, and never had a 
debt.” 

All of which has the authentic evan- 
gelical ring! 


A Romanist Eucharist festival was 
held in Ayacucho, Peru, October 23- 
25, 1942. The papal nuncio, an arch- 
bishop, six bishops, and the wife of the 
Peruvian President were present. i 

Sunday morning a Franciscan friar in- 
cited the crowd in the plaza to attack 
Mr. Emerson of The Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. He 
was rescued by the police. The friar 
continued, through the loud-speaker, to 
incite the mob. 

Mr. Hitchcock of the same Mission hur- 
ried to Mr. Emerson’s aid. He was met 
by the crowd escorting the papal nuncio 
back to the Bishop’s palace, which crowd, 
when it sighted him, attacked with 
cries of “Christ King !'Christ King !” Mr. 
Hitchcock’s shirt was torn and he was 
roughly treated, but a couple of Prot- 
estant lads defended him, pending the 
arrival of the police. They escorted both 
missionaries back to their home, where 
they were asked to remain until things 
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quieted down, and a guard was posted* 
about the house. The next day a num- 
ber of the better class businessmen of 
the city ‘called on Mr. Emerson and Mr, 
Hitchcock to express their regret at this 
occurrence. 

On October 30 the two missionaries 
were cited to appear before the In- 
spector-General of Detectives at Lima. 
They sought to be excused from going, 
but were told that if they did not come 
voluntarily they would be taken there. 
So they went to Lima. There the In- 
spector-General kept them sitting in his 
office every day from November 2 to 7, 
when they were told they were pro- 
hibited from returning to Ayacucho. 
They asked permission to return to 
bring out their families. This request 
also was refused, but finally, due to the 
intervention of a Peruvian friend in high 
position, they were allowed to return. 
Thus far no further untoward event has 
occurred, 

When the situation seemed most seri- 
ous, the American Embassy at Lima was 
informed of details.regarding the whole 
matter, as was also the State Depart- 
ment at Washington, but apparently the 
matter has quieted down so that no in- 
tervention or representation has as yet 
been necessary. 


The Mission Colleges in China have 
been largely deflected from the evan- 
gelical faith by invaders from American 
theological seminaries. But God’s arm is 
not shortened. Mr. Contento of the 
China Inland Mission describes how the 
evangelical faith is finding entrance into 
government colleges with no expense to 
the mission. Thus North Western Uni- 
versity, China’s most famous training 
college for teachers, has allowed him 
and Mrs. Contento to organize some 
twenty English Bible classes a week. 
There are 2,729 students in residence, 
teachers, engineer$, physicians-to-be. 
The president of the University and the 
dean of the Teachers’ College begged 
the Contentos to help them in their Eng- 
lish Department, pointing out that there 
was no better way to get at grips with 
the students, and telling them that the 
greatest possible freedom was to be 
given them for Christian testimony. 

And not only this. Mrs. Contento has 
been elected Warden of the Senior Class 
of the Teachers’ Training College and 
Mr. Contento, Warden of the third-year 
students of the University. They are 
to have spiritual and moral oversight 
of students, and are known as Chris- 
tian missionaries, invited to this gov- 
ernment University. .They hope to en- 
list from the student body pastors, 
teachers, and evangelists for the Chi- 
nese church. 

“On Christmas evening we had a 
Christmas service for professors. There 
were about forty present, more Ph.D.’s 
in our little chapel than I have ever met 
in America in one place. We sang 
Christmas hymns, read the Christmas 
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story in Matthew and Luke, and then 
Mr. Bolster addressed them on the mean- 
ing of Christmas. Many professors and 


‘their wives have expressed the desire 


that we should hold a monthly meeting 
for them. The wife of the president 
is a Christian.” 


On Church Union—A good-humored 
letter to the Presbyterian from Mr. W. A. 
Robertson, a lifelong Episcopalian, pre- 
sents objections to the proposed union of 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian churches. 
He doubts whether there is enough unity 
in his church to make it safe or seemly 
to invite other churches to join it. An- 
glo-Catholics have never been reconciled 
to the Reformation, and detest it; other 
High Churchmen approve of the Refor- 
mation but only in its Anglican form. 
For the Calvinism of Geneva and 
Scotland and New England they have 
no use. The Liberals dislike clear 
formularies and evangelical doctrines. 
The Moderates value the Reforma- 
tion, honor the prayer book and its 
teaching, but, while believing that a 
great work is being done by sister Prot- 
estant churches, prefer that each should 
follow its own traditional lines of wor- 
ship and activity. They seek only for 
“the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace,” nothing more. 


The Conservatives are fearful of being 
double-crossed on the one hand by the 
Ritualists, on the other, by the Liberals. 
Mr. Robertson compares these parties 
with the Israelites and the Egyptians at 
the Red Sea. “The one came not near 
the other all the night,” and then, pass- 
ing to a more modern figure, says that 
a union of the Presbyterian and Epis- 
copalian churches would produce an 
organism not unlike the Austrian Em- 
pire, the dual monarchy before the great 
war, with its perpetual frictions. 


“I suspect that the members of your 
great communion are no more anxious 
for union with us than we with you. I 
wish your General Assembly next year 
would cast the whole proposition into 
the discard.” 


The Japanese Government has a truly 
“Modernist” enthusiasm for church union. 
In Manchuria the Presbyterian Church is 
by far the largest Protestant body, and 
the Japanese Government has forced 
into it Salvationists, Baptists, Seventh- 
Day Adventists, and all others. All must 
conform to Presbyterian ways; Baptists 
cannot immerse, Salvationists must ob- 
serve sacraments, and Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists worship God on Sunday. So 
does the Japanese genius for systém and 
organization. find an almost humorous 
expression. 





The Present Egyptian Cabinet is very 
friendly to the Christian cause, accord- 
ing to the management of the Nile Mis- 
sion Press. Two of its leading members 
are Christians, and in the present Par- 
liament there ‘are forty Christian mem- 
bers. This means that antichristian leg- 
islation is no longer at present to be 
feared. The wife of the present Prime 
Minister is a personal friend of the wife 
of Pastor Said, attached io the Nile 
Press. Pastor Said is giving a course in 
the “miracles of our Lord,” which is 
attended by many students from the 
universities. 


Mr. Wald writes of a native confer- 
ence in a village in Upper Egypt. It 
lasted three days, the attendants bring- 
ing their own bedding and the poor 
peasant villagers furnishing the food, a 
definite act of faith on their part, as they 
received no outside help. A large tent- 
like erection had been made from the 
branches of the palm tree, the top being 
covered with straw mats. Hymn after 
hymn was sung, followed by prayer. 
“It was soon realized that we were in 
the presence of God. How fervent and 
simple those prayers! Praise .was the 
keynote. The ministry was very help- 
ful. One brother who did not under- 
stand one word of Arabic followed one 
who had spoken in Arabic. It was won- 
derful how their messages followed in 
sequence of thought, showing how real 
was the leading of the Holy Spirit.” 

At the evening meetings the place was 
full, and there was a deep conviction 
on the people. Souls were saved. Many 
young people attend and are rea] soul- 
winners. “Never was a time when the 
people of this land were so keen to 
get the Word of the Lord,” says our re- 
porter. ‘““These:. young people go out 
into the villages and start . Sunday 
schools. They are a very viial factor in 
the work of evangelizing Egypt.” 


Biographical Notes.—The death is an- 
nounced of Samuel Palomeque, the Span- 
ish evangelist. He was born in Madrid 
of an evangelical family, but ieil. away 
in his youth into sinful courses. Emi- 
grating to South America he was brought 
to a living experience of Christ, and later 
was on the staff of the Bible School of 
the Latin American Mission in Costa 
Rica. In_1934 he went to Spain with 
Dr. Harry Strachan, conducting cam- 
paigns of evangelism and revealing great 
gifts as an evangelist and Bible teacher. 
“I remember,” writes one, “some of the 
crowded meetings he addressed in Val- 
depenas, when he would hold his audi- 
ence spellbound for an hour. How 


forcibly could he denounce the vices ~ 


that had been the scourge of his youth! 
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How trenchantly he attacked the errors 
of Rome, and with what tenderness and 
conviction he could speak of a Saviour’s 
love. He was greatly used of God. 

“Soon after the outbreak of the civil 
war he was imprisoned by the supporters 
of Franco, He witnessed faithfully be- 
fore his fellow prisoners, and was used 
to the conversion of at least one, Through 
the efforts of his wife he was later re- 
leased. I met him at the English docks, 
and shall never forget his vivid account 
of his prison experiences! “I used to 
read about the heroes of Inquisition 
times, but never realized what their 
experiences could mean until I found 
myself in prison at the mercy of cruel 
men.’ The terrible ‘questioning’ to which 
his fellow prisoners were subjected 
filled him with apprehension and in- 
dignation, but he escaped the worst. He 
removed his denture when: sent for, lest 
he should swallow it in the expected 
knocking about. 

“He died in New York this year where 
he was pastor of a Spanish church. His 
death was a great loss to the work of 
God among Spanish-speaking peoples.” 


A four-day meeting of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference gave a 
luncheon, in October, Bishop Schlarman 
of Peoria presiding. The guests were 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis of the Federal 
Council of Churches (which excites no 
surprise), Dr. Preus of the American 
Lutheran Conference, Dr. Randolph of 
the Presbyterian Board of National Mis- 
sions, and representatives of Congrega- 
tional, Baptist, Quaker, Mennonite, Epis- 
copalian, and other home missions. Dr. 
Muench, the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Fargo, welcomed the visitors, and Dr. 
Landis of the Federal Council responded. 
Nineteen members of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy were present. No mes- 
sage of sympathy was despatched to the 
persecuted, need-driven Protestants of 
Spain or to the butchered and. famished 
Serbian Christians of Croatia. 


Brief Notes 


The American Mission to Lepers re- 
ports that 80 per cent of its stations are 
still carrying on in spite of war’s alarms. 
That of the Bukers in Northern Burma 
was bombed by the Japanese but the 
seven outcolonies escaped. Mr, Raymond 
Buker, before leaving, bought every hoe 
he could lay hands on in the towns 
roundabout, and gave them to the Kachin 
lepers so they might raise their food 
while he was gone. 


In 1940 an English Methodist mission- 
ary, H. O. McConnell, completed the task 
of reducing to writing the Creole dialect 
of the uneducated people of Haiti. A 
modification of Dr. Laubach’s system of 
learning to read is being used to in- 
struct them in reading and writing. 


Scripture is being translated into this 
dialect. 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 28. THE APPEARANCES AFTER THE RESURRECTION 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 20:18 to 21: 25, printed text, John 20:19-31 
\Golden Text.—I am alive for evermore.—Rev. 1:18 











The of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is John 20:19-31 


Kine JaMEs VERsIon 


John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day 
of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands 
and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord. 


21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receive yé the Holy Ghost: 

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen 
the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and be- 
hold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my 


God. 
' 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed. 

30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the Presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book 

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 


American STANDARD VERSION 


John 20:19 When therefore it was evening, on that day, the 
first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And when he 
had said this, he showed unto them his hands‘and his side. The 
disciples therefore were glad, when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as the Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Spirit: 23 whose soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto 
them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 1 Didymus, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore 
said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into his side, 
I will not believe. 

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith 
he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and see my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and put it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing. 28 Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Because thou 
hast seen me, *thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed. 

30 Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 but these are 
written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye may have life in his name. 


1 That is, Twin. *Or, hast thou believed? 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 








the Christ, the Son of God; 
life through his name. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Paster of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


F THE many appearances of our 

risen Lord to His disciples, be- 

fore He ascended to Heaven, two 
have been specially selected as the par- 
ticular lesson for today, although sev- 
eral others are included in the chapters 
indicated for further study. 

There. seems reason to believe that 
the place where the disciples were gath- 
ered on each of these occasions was the 
same upper room as that in which they 
had eaten the last Passover with their 
Master and where He had instituted the 
feast of remembrance, the Lord’s Sup- 
per. On the evening of the day of His 
resurrection, the little group of the 
Eleven gathered together, drawn by their 
common affection for and loyalty to Him, 
but with minds swayed by conflicting 
thoughts and with hearts overborne by 
varying emotions. How far could they 
credit the strange stories, told by the 


and that believing ye might have 


different women, of angels appearing at 


Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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the time, and the Lord manifesting Him- 
self in the garden and on the roadway? 
Were these only the effect of the fev- 
ered imaginations of these well-meaning, 
but possibly overwrought, women, or 
were their stories actually true? And 
what of the testimony of John and Peter 
as to the undisturbed graveclothes out 
of which the body of the Lord Jesus had 
come as the butterfly emerges from the 
chrysalis shell? 

The sudden appearance of the Lord 
in their midst and His reassuring words 
of peace put:an end to all their ques- 
tionings, at least for the time. Then 
eight days later, on the next first day 
of the week, He came again and gave 
a particular testimony to the previously 
absent Thomas, which brought him, too, 
to realize that Christ was indeed Victor 
over death, and which led to his ear- 


nest confession, “My Lord and my God.” ' 


The doubter was changed to a worshiper 
as the nailprints and the scar from the 
spear wound made it evident that the 
Lord Jesus had risen in the very same 
body which had been “hanged on a tree” 
(Acts 5:30). Thus the fact of His res- 


urrection became clear to them all, 





though even later on—such is the per- 
versity of human nature, even in saints 
of God—we are told, “some doubted” 
(Matt. 28:16, 17) and had to be reas- 
sured before they were ready to go forth 
as heralds of the cross and witnesses of 
the resurrection (Acts 4:33). 


The Historical Setting 


The sealed tomb had held the body 
of the crucified Saviour for the time 
predicted. A Roman guard rendered 
fraud or stealing of the body impossible. 
But at God’s appointed time the Lord 
arose, the stone was rolled back from 
the entrance to the sepulcher, and the 
empty grave was silent witness to the 
Lord’s triumph over death. 


Verse by Verse 

John 20: 19.—“The same day at eve- 
ning.” This was the evening of the first 
day of the week, following the appear- 
ances to the women in the early morn- 
ing and to the disciples on the way to 
and in their home at Emmaus, later in 
the day. “Jesus [came] and stood in 
the midst.” Thus He fulfilled His word 
as given in Matthew 18:20. He was 
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there visibly manifested. He still is in‘ 
the midst whenever His saints are gath- 
ered together in His name. He “saith 
unto them, Peace be unto you.” How 
this must have reminded them of His 
words as recorded in John 14:27! 


Verse 20.—“He shewed unto them his 
hands and his side.” This was His way 
of identifying Himself to ‘them, and it 
was also as though He would remind 
them how that peace was made— by the 
blood of His cross (Col. 1:20). Those 
scarred hands were the receipt that told 
of the price He had paid to redeem His 
own. 


Verse 21.—“As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you.” He was going back 
to the Father. They were to be His 
representatives as they went forth in His 
name, to carry the message of reconcilia- 
tion to the world. 


Verse 22.—“‘He breathed on them, and 
saith ... Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
It was a symbolic act. As the last Adam, 
He was now a quickening Spirit (1 Cor. 
15:45). As God had breathed into the 
body of Adam .and he became a living 
soul, so now Jesus Christ breathed upon 
His disciples that when the Spirit came 
at Pentecost they might know He pro- 
ceeded from Him (Acts 2:33). He was 
to give the Holy Spirit that He might 
empower them for witness-bearing. 


Verse 23.—“Whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted.” As they preached 
Christ, if men believed, they were author- 
ized to proclaim remission of sins (Acts 
10:43). On the other hand, He. said, 
“Whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.” When men refused to believe 
the message, their sins remained upon 
them (Acts 13:41). The servants of 
Christ thus act as His representatives 
in forgiving or retaining sins. It was 
no conferring of the priestly power of 
absolution or excommunication that He 
imparted. Every true servant of Christ 
has exactly the same authority to pro- 
claim remission of sins to all who be- 
lieve and retention of sins to all who 
refuse the message. 


Verse 24.—“Thomas .. . was not with 
them when.Jesus came.” How many, 
like Thomas, have missed great blessing 
by absenting themselves from the gath- 
ering of the children of God! We are 
warned to be careful in regard to this 
(Heb. 10:25). 


Verse 25,—“Except I shall see ...I1 
will not believe.” This is ever the atti- 
tude of the rationalist. And how: much 
we believe that we can neither see nor 
explain! Thomas was doubtless des- 
perately in earnest and thoroughly hon- 
est. The Lord knew this, and in His 
own way and time He was to reveal 
Himself in such a way as to overcome 
all unbelief. 


Verse 26.—“After eight days again.” 
Another weekly circle elapsed before 
the Lord manifested Himself once more 
to the Eleven, Thomas being now with 
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Lesson Calendar 


Last Week's Lescon 


12. March 21.—Our Lord's Intercessory 
ae ‘uh daweede<asnéaes John 17 





3. March 28.—The Appearances after the 
Resurrection ........ John 20:18 te 21:25 
Second Quarter 
1. April 4.—Peter and John Become 
Disciples of Jesus. 
John 1:29-42; Mark 1:16-20 
2. April 11.—Peter and John Witness 
Christ’s Glory. 
Mark 9:2-8; 2 Peter 1:16-18 
3. April 18,—Peter and John in Geth- 
semane. Matthew 26:36-46; John 18:10-12 
4. April 25.—The Risen Lord (Easter 
SED £5 «downto dace Psthosd John 20:1-17 








them. He was fully aware of his words 
and attitude. 


Verse 27.—“Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands.” As He extended 
those nail-pierced hands, what must have 
been the emotions of the soul of Thomas? 
Then came the added command, “Reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side.” The body of the Lord Jesus still 
bore, and will bear forever, the marks 
of His passion. These demonstrate Ke- 
yond all possibility of doubt the fact 
of His resurrection, that His disciples 
might “be not faithless, but believing.” 

Verse 28.—“My Lord and my God”! 
This exclamation by Thomas was an 
avowal of his recognition of the true 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. If He 
were anyone less than God, how sternly 
He would have rebuked Thomas for us- 
ing such words. But the fact that He 
accepted them without rebuke and pro- 
nounced a blessing upon him for making 
such a confession is proof that He valued 
this testimony to His. Godhead glory. 
Thomas was not a Unitarian. He knew 
His Saviour ‘tay be, not orily a divinely 
controlled man, but God manifest in the 
flesh. 


Verse 29.—“Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” .. Be- 
lieved what? Believed that which had 
just been so .fervently declared, that 
Jesus Christ is God. This blessing is 
for all who, to the end of time, make 
this good confession. 

Verse 30.—“Many other signs truly did 
Jesus.” Only a very few, comparatively, 
of His mighty works are enumerated or 
described in this Gospel, or in the three 
Synoptics. 

Verse 31.—“These are written, that ye 
might believe that ‘Jesus is the. Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” In 
this verse we have set forth definitely 
the purpose of the Holy Spirit in giving 
us the Gospel according to John. Here 
the honest seeker after truth will find 
the most convincing proof of the deity 
and Messiahship of Jesus, and through 
receiving this testimony in faith he will 
obtain eternal life. 
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The Heart of the Lessen 


It is the delight of the risen Saviour 
to manifest Himself in the midst of His 
own. Though not now visible to mortal 
eyes, He is ever in the midst when they 
are gathered together, drawn by love 
for Himself. Doors and bars could not 
keep out the Lord, of old. They cannot 
do so fiow. In fact, it is when His peo- 
ple are shut in together, in separation 
from a godless world and from the re- 
ligion of the flesh, as seen in Judaism, 
that He most delights to reveal Himself. 
He comes to speak peace and to empower 
His servants with the Holy Spirit, in 
order that they may go out to make Him 
known to those still in bondage to sin 
and Satan. 


A Lesson Outline 
Curist’s APPEARANCES 
John 20 and 21 


1. The witness of the empty tomb and 
the undisturbed graveclothes (20: 
1-10) 

2. Mary Magdalene recognizes the Mas- 
ter (vs. 11-18) 

3. The Lord Jesus in the midst of His 
disciples (vs. 19-23) 

4. The establishment of the faith of 
Thomas (vs, 24-29) 

5. The appearance at the seaside in Gali- 
lee (21:1-11) 

6. The confirmation of Peter and his pub- 
lic restoration (vs. 12-19) 

7. The testimony of John (vs. 20-25) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Undisturbed Graveclothes. More 
and more, Christian scholars are com- 
ing to see that the incident recorded in 
the earlier part of this twentieth chap- 
ter holds something in it far more im- 
portant than a cursory reading might 
indicate. What Peter and John saw -in 
the crypt of Joseph's new tomb was the 
linen cloths (not’ exactly clothes) that 
had enveloped the body of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, lying ‘just as they were 
when His body was in them, and the 
napkin (or headpiece, that is, the turban) 
that had been wound about His head, 
fallen back so that it was not touching 
the grave cloths, but lay wound together 
by itself. All this said more plainly 
than words could have done that Jesus 
Christ had risen from the dead. 


Remitting and Retaining Sins. That 
our Lord gave no sacramental function 
to His disciples—ordaining them as 
bishop-priests, with power to forgive sins 
or to visit judgment on the impenitent 
—is clear from the ministry of these 
very men, as recorded in the Book of 
Acts. Never do penitents come confess- 
ing to and obtaining absolution from 
them. But always they uphold the risen 
Saviour and proclaim remission of sins, 
as Peter did in the house ,of Cornelius 
(chap. 10) and Paul in the synagogue 
at Antioch of Pisidia (chap. 13), to those 
who believe in His name. On the other 
hand, they warn of judgment on their 
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sins if men persist in refusing the mes- 
sage. 


Applications and Summaries 


The body of Christ will be the only 
body in Heaven that will bear upon it 
the marks of suffering here. 

The wounded hands of Christ will 
identify Him to the people of Israel in 
the latter days, as they identified Him 
to the disciples of old (Zech. 12:10; 
13:6). 

Can -we claim the blessing that the 
Saviour pronounced upon those who, 
having not seen Him, yet believe what 
Thomas declared —that He is Lord and 
God? 

If you have any doubts as to the fact 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but 
are honestly seeking light, read the Gos- 
pel of John thoughtfully and carefully, 
looking to God to give you the needed 
light.. He has promised to give it. 


CHICAGO. 
. 3 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT incident changed the sorrow of 

W the disciples into joy? . 

2. Why did not the disciples under- 
stand that Christ was to, be raised on the 
third day? 

3. Does it really make any difference 
whether the Lord Jesus actually rose from 
the dead? 

4. Is it not enough to believe in Christ's 
spiritual resurrection? 

5. What is meant by retaining sins? 

6. In what sense were the disciples given 
power to “remit” and “retain”. sins? 

7. How, could the Lord Jesus give the 
Holy Spirit? 

8. Why was the heart of Thomas open to 
doubt? 

9. Can the faith of a friend help to dis- 
pel one’s doubts? 


10. What is the purpose of the Gospel of 
John? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 217 of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


What’s in a Name?—Thomas, called 
Didymus (John 20:24). In the ancient 
day a man had but one name. He was 
designated by the place from which he 
came, or by his father, or some special 
peculiarity. We have Paul de Tarsus; 
James and John, Zebedee’s sons; Simon 
Barjona (Son of. John), and in our text 
today we have Thomas. 

I, wonder how many of the readers 
of this Corner know what the other name 
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of Thomas really was. I had the curi- 
osity to know, so I looked it up, and 
today this doubting disciple would be 
known as “Thomas Twin,” if my Bible 
encyclopedia is correct. Any man with 
that name today would be called “Tom 
Twin,” but he would also have some- 
thing added to his name, like Paul of 
Tarsus and Joseph of Arimathea, 
“Thomas Twin of Missouri.” Thomas 
had to be shown. 

Thomas was not a “Yes man,” and he 
wanted to make sure of ‘so important a 
matter. N 

It might be wondered By some readers 
why all this rigmarole about names has 
been. introduced here in this paragraph 
in a lesson on the resurrection and the 
appearances, 

It has always been the object of this 
writer to show to his readers, as he does 
to his Iron Rose Bible Class, that while 
this great Book of ours is a Book in- 
spired by the Spirit of God and its 
central Person was in very truth God 
in the flesh, yet at the same time it is 
a human Book, and the characters that 
live and move in this Book we all love 
were men and women just like you and 
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me, even to being “Will’s sons” and 
“Tom’s sons” and “Robert’s sons.” 

As for myself, I probably had a fore- 
bear away back somewhere who had 
his cabin pitched on a road that ran 
around the mountain ridge, and that is 
how the name Ridgway came! 


The Eye of Faith.Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved (v. 29). The Lord Jesus Christ 
probably welcomed the expression of 
the doubting mind of Thomas because it 
gave Him the opportunity to deliver one 
of the most blessed of all the promises 
that are to be found in the Book —the 
blessing that comes to those of us who 
believe without having come in personal 
contact with our Lord. 

I remarked in a lesson awhile ago that 
a long-time study of the Book had im- 
pressed me very deeply with the fact 
that our Lord was particularly pleased 
with every exhibition of faith that was 
shown in Him. 

You may remember the case of the 
centurion who had a servant who was 
dear unto him, and who was at the 
point of death. The centurion appealed 
to our Lord, and in the appeal told Him 
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it was not at all necessary for Him to 
put Himself to any trouble or go out 
of His way. The centurion said, “I say 
to one of my men, ‘Go,’ and he geoeth; 
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he cometh; 
but You, Lord, speak the word.” And 
the Lord Jesus Christ cried, “I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” 

And then on the cross to the repentant 
thief, because of his faith, came the 
cheery welcome, “To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” 

And here in our lesson today our Lord 
once again expresses His pleasure in 
having those He came to save, believe in 
Him, and He expresses it in this striking 
way. 

Thomas believed because he saw the 
evidences of the crucifixion on Christ’s 
person. He saw them with the mortal 
eye. All of us who belong to the great 
company that make up the Church, the 
Body of Christ, can see them just as 
Plainly with that more certain. eye— 
an eye that does not get cataracts or 
lose its acuteness of vision, “The eye 
of faith.” 


The Reason of the Gospel.—These are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God (v. 31). 
For many years Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
L. Huston of Coatesville have been dis- 
tributing very pretty copies of the Gos- 
pel of John. 

Some years ago the town was divided 
up, and a copy of the Gospel was left 
in each home in the community. This 
verse tells why the Hustons selected 
this particular Gospel for distribution. 

In an organization to which I belong 
there are twenty-five young women em- 
ployed as waitresses. Some years ago, 
without their knowing it or consulting 
them, I put them into “The League 
Ladies Bible Class of Rock Run Sunday 
School,” where they “still are.” Every 
Christmas I give them the same box of 
candy the Sunday school gets, and with 
it I send some little book. The first 
book I sent was the Gospel of John. 

A little Irish girl came to me after- 
‘ward and said, “Oh, Mr. Ridgway, I 
want to thank you for the beautiful 
stories you sent me.” 

With surprise I said, “Martha, had you 
never seen these beautiful stories be- 
fore?” 

She replied, “I never have.” 

“Haven't you ever heard how the Lord 
saved the marriage feast at Cana?” 

She never had. ‘ 

“Where are you from, Martha?” 

“Ireland,” was the reply. 

“How long have you been in this 
country?” 

“Four years.” 

The whole object of this Busy Men’s 
Corner and my teaching of the Iron 
Rose Bible Class is that of the Gospel 
of John. 

This Old Book is true, or it is not true. 
I try to put the matter in such plain, 
homely, and simple manner that the 
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cinder snapper down at the mill can get 
hold of it. When.a man can stand up 
and say, “This Gospel story is absolutely 
true,” the next thing we know he is in 
the church, and he is one of the mem- 
bers who will stick. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


ye 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HILDREN all love a surprise. To- 

day’s lesson tells about one of the 
most remarkable surprises in all history. 
We cannot even imagine how the dis- 
ciples felt on the night when the Lord 
Jesus first appeared to them after His 
resurrection. They had seen Him cru- 
cified, they. knew where He was buried. 
Over the Sabbath they had mourned His 
death, not only as a beloved Friend, 
but His death meant to them that He 
was not what He had claimed to be, 
their Messiah — for they had mistakenly 
believed that the Messiah was going to 
set up an earthly kingdom and over- 
throw the hated Romans. So Christ’s 
death to them meant defeat and hope- 
lessness. 

But on this first day of the week there 
had been rumors and affirmations of 
His resurrection. Peter and John had 
gone to the tomb and found it empty 
except for the graveclothes; Mary Mag- 
dalene and other women had gone to 
the grave with spices for embalming 
the body, and had seen two angels who 
spoke to them, and then Mary Magdalene 
had seen Christ Himself in the garden, 
and had spoken with Him. . 

The disciples, except Thomas, were 
gathered together in a room with the 
doors tightly locked, for fear of the 
Jews, when suddenly the Lord Jesus 
Christ stood in their midst. No wonder 
they were amazed. He saluted them, 
“Peace be unto you.” I don’t believe a 
person so much as moved, do you? Then 
He was so gracious to their unbelieving 
hearts, and showed them His pierced 
hands and His wounded side. Then they 
believed and rejoiced. 

A week later, they were again. as- 
sembled, with the door locked szainst 
the Jews, and Thomas was with them. 
All week he had been telling them he 
would never believe it was the Lord 
whom they had seen unless he saw in 
His hands the print of the nails, and 
put his finger in them, and thrust his 
hand into His side. Suddenly the Lord 
appeared in the room, and, after greet- 
ing them, He spoke to Thomas and told 
him to put his finger in the nailprints 
and his hand in His side. I think Thomas 
didn’t do it, but his heart was broken, 
and he cried out, “My Lord and my 
God” ! 

There is another surprise coming to 
every one of us, a greater and more glo- 
rious surprise than this was to: the dis- 
ciples. One day the Lord Jesus Christ 
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is coming back again, and we who be- 
lieve will hear Him call from the skies, 
and we will be caught up into the air 
to go with Him and be forever with 
Him, It will be a surprise, for no one 
living knows when that day will be. If 
we should die before that day, it will 
still be a surprise,—for not even the 
angels know when the day is—and our 
bodies will be raised, and we will be 
forever with the Lord in our glorified 
resurrection bodies, 

But if we do not know the Lord as 
our Saviour, there will be no gladness 
in this day. It will be a surprise, but 
the Lord’s coming will be an awful sur- 
prise, for it will mean judgment and 
eternal condemnation for those who have 
rejected the Lord. 

Children love the story of Jesus 
Christ’s coming again, and they look for- 
ward with joy to His coming, and to 
Heaven. I am constantly amazed at 
the ease with which children accept 
these .truths, and how hard it is to get 
adults to believe them. Teach them to 
children, for they will never forget them, 
though they may have doubts. You are 
teaching for eternity. 

Wuy Nor Try Tuts? 

Have a picture of a closed, locked, 
barred door on the flannel board as you 
tell them this wonderful story. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


F SOMEONE known to your pupils has 
recently died, talk a little about that 
person’s life, death, and burial. Then 
ask: What would you think if - you 
walked out to the cemetery, and found 
that grave empty? Suppose that per- 
son. opened the door and walked right 
into this room! How would you feel? 
After the Lord’s long last talk and His 
prayer for His friends, His enemies took 
Him; and nailed Him to the cross where 
He died. His friends saw Him laid in the 
tomb; they did not expect to see Him with: 
them again, any more than you expect 
te see (person discussed above). 
They felt very sad because they loved Him 
so, and had. expected that He would do 
wonderful things as their Saviour. They 
were afraid, too, that they might be cap. 
tured and put to death also.. To be sure, 
they had heard reports during the day 
that He was no longer in the tomb. 
Some of the women even. claimed: to 
have seen Him and that He was living 
again. But it did not seem possible. 
Read aloud John 20:19-21. How did 
the disciples know for sure that it was 
really the Lord? How did they then 
feel? What comforting words did the 
Lord speak to’them in the midst of their: 
fears?. Before He died He had told them, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
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troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 
14:27). In these war days when there 
are so many things to make one afraid; 
isn’t it precious to think that the Lord 
still gives us His own peace, that the 
world around cannot give and cannot 
take away? 

One disciple was absent that first Sun- 
day night and would not believe. Con- 
tinue reading 20:24-28. Thomas did not 
have to touch Him, one look was enough 
to convince him. “The Lord is risen 
indeed” (Luke 24:34, Memory V ‘ 
Then the Lord remembered us in thought 
as He had remembered us in the prayer 
for His friends (John 17). “Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” No, we 
cannot see Him with His wounds now. 
But we can believe through reading 
about Him. 


Here is a Gospel of John for each one 
of you. If you already have one or 
prefer to use your New Testament, you 
may give this to someone else who will 
promise to read it. Although people can 
make books so easily nowadays with 
printing presses, John had to write these 
stories all by hand, with pen and ink. 
He began by telling us the glory the 
Son of God had in Heaven before His 
birth as a babe in Bethlehem. He told 
about His wisdom in teaching Nicodemus 
concerning the second birth, the birth 
of eternal life; and in turning the woman 
at the well in Samaria from her sins to 
desire for the living water of salvation. 
He told about His power in healing the 
cripple at Bethesda; in feeding the five 
thousand from the boy’s lunch; in giving 
sight to the man born blind, in raising 
Lazarus from the dead. He told how 
the Lord was the Water, the Bread, the 
Light of life, and the Shepherd who 
gives His life for the sheep. He told 
of the Lord’s love in washing the dis- 
ciples’ feet, and in prayer for His friends. 
He told of the Lord’s wonderful rising 
from the dead. Could this Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was so unusual in His death 
on the cross, and had such power, be 
anyone else than God’s own Son, the 
expected Saviour? 

Why did John take the trouble to 
write all these stories? Would he be 
paid for it like modern book writers? 
No. He wrote them for you. Find’ his 
own words in 20:31. Will you read this 
little book all through before Easter? 
Will you give John the reward he’ wanted 
by believing in this Saviour who, thoygh 
God's Son, died to give you eternal life? 

Bucksport, MAINE. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Doubt. 

Discussion: What is the best way to 
strengthen one’s faith in God’s Word? 
What is the best way to strengthen it in 
others? 

Objective: 
lieving.”’ 


“Be not faithless, but be- 











AY, fellows, Doubt can be either a 

destructive tyrant or a most useful 
servant. All depends on where and how 
you place it. Keep it in darkness and 
it will lead to death. Put it in the light 
and it will lead to life. In darkness 
doubt grows deeper and stronger; but 
when brought to the light it is trans- 
formed into faith. Doubt’s children are 
Uncertainty, Fear, Hesitation, and Fail- 
ure; Faith’s children are Assurance, 
Courage, Perseverance, and Success. 


There is a kind of doubt that serves 
as a checkup. It is the Berean quality 
of doubt. The Bereans “were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so” (Acts 
17:11). There is another kind of doubt 
that remains fixed in prejudice and 
spreads like a prairie fire until all life 
is killed. Doubt is a poison like strych- 
nine. Strychnine is useful in minute 
doses that stimulate the heart action; 
that is like the doubt which leads to 
honest investigation. But strychnine 
taken in larger quantity produces death. 


Now here we have the disciple called 
“Doubfing Thomas.” Whoever dubs him 
that is not trying to pay him a compli- 
ment. I have always felt sympathy for 
Thomas, because he was probably not 
a bit more faithles$ than the others. 
Thomas had a stout heart and he was 
very loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ. Do 
you recall, back there in the 11th chap- 
ter of Johny when the Lord Jesus had 
gone across the Jordan irto Perea for 
a time, because the Jews in Judea were 
so menacing, and had there received 
news of Lazarus’ sickness—how when 
He decided to return to Judea, His dis- 
ciples remonstrated, saying, “Master, the 
Jews of late sought to stone thee; and 
goest thou thither again?” Then spoke 
up Thomas, and" said, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him”! ‘Thomas 
was not chickenhearted, anyhow. And 
when eight days after he had expressed 
his doubt he was with the disciples in 
(likely) that same room where the Lord 
Jesus had appeared to the others, Jesus 
now came again and Thomas saw Him for 
himself. And how gentle, but firm, was 
our Lord’s rebuke, “Be not faithless, but 
believing.” And Thomas poured out his 
whole heart of faith when he exclaimed, 
“My Lord and my God”! 


Then Jesus said, “Thomas, ' because 
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thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and 
yet have believed.” If Thomas did not 
have that blessing, neither did the other 
disciples. Neither did the two who went 
to Emmaus. But, fellows, the glorious 
truth today is that you: and I can have 
that very blessing: believing without 
seeing with our natural eyes. Jesus 
Himself has made provision for that 
through the Holy Spirit. If you really 
want to see Him, just ask and be will- 
ing, and the Holy Spirit will ‘reveal 
Jesus Christ to you in a marvelous way. 
It will be more convincing than any 
natural vision you might wish for. And 
when you see Him that way you will 
never doubt. You will know. 

Uncertain ways unsafest are, 


And doubt a greater mischief than despair. 
—Sir John Denham. 











Our doubts are traitors, 5 
And make us lose the good we oft might win 
By fearing to attempt. 
—Lucio, in “Measure for Measure.” 
Avon Park, FLA. 
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Preference will be en to ill ions on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of ill 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

No Relics from Christ’s Body.—I am 
dlive for evermore (Golden Text). A 
bone from the body of the dead Buddha 
has inspired the prostrations and fanati- 
cal joy of thousands, but were a bone of 
Christ to be found, thousands would 
mourn, since it would show His body 
to be yet in the tomb.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. H. H. 
Spahr, Collingdale, Pa. 

The Shut Door.—When the doors were 
shut ... came Jesus (John‘ 20:19). When 
the disciples shut the doors, Christ knew.” 
he was sure of a welcome. He could 
not get their ear on account of the din 
and confusion that came ‘through the 
open doors. Closing the dogs to the 
world is opering the door to the Mas- 
ter. He is always passing by those doors 
that are wide open to all the frivolity 
and vanity of men; but whenever He 
finds the door shut to these things, He 
comes. Do not be afraid of shutting 
the door; it is the best invitation for 
the Master. to, enter.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 

It’s What He Has for Us That Counts. 
—He breathed on them, and saith unto 
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them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost (v. 
22). God is a great deal more concerned 
that we should receive from Jesus Christ 
what He has for us than that we should 
do things for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For if He can just get us to receive what 
He has for us, He will take care of what 
we do for Him, or rather what He does 
through us.—From Robert C. McQuilkin. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Four Senses to One.—Except I shall 
see ...I1 will not believe (v. 25). The 
atheistic doctor said to the man who was 
arguing with him, “How do you know 
you have a soul? Can you hear it, can 
you see it, can you smell it, can you 
taste it?” “No,” said the man. “Can 
you feel it?” “Yes,” said the man. “Then 
with four senses to one you still believe 
you have a soul?” “Yes. Say, Doctor, 
ig there such a thing as a pain?” “Sure.” 
“Did you ever hear, see, taste, or smell 
a pain?” “No.” “Ever feel a pain?” 
“Certainly.” “With foyr senses to one 
do you still believe theré ‘is such a thing 
as a pain?” “You win,” laughed the 
doctor, “you got me!”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Schnectady, N. Y. 


The Surprised Scoffers—Then came 
Jesus, the doors being shut (v. 26). 
The scoffers were laughing together 

At credulous Christians’ belief; 

Their rational dogmas would quickly 

Put Faith and her minions to grief. 


One sneered, “It is known to all science 
That life never comes to the dead; 
Absurd to imagine His entrance 
doors that were shut, as they 
said.” 


A sunbeam came through the closed window 
To dazzle the dark clouded eyes 

Of him who had spoken so surely; 
It filled him with troubled surprise. 


Then through the stone castle of scoffers, 
bei ~ >a had been barred against 
The voice "of a radio caroled, 

“He liveth, the Victor o’er death !” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


The Appeal That Won.—Behold my 
hands (v. 27). Lilias Trotter, a pioneer 
missionary in Algeria, could never look 
out of the car window from an Algerian 
train without thinking of the villages 
nestled in the hills as full of unreached 
souls. She recalled an old alms plate 
used at the Communion service in 
Cromer parish church, a worn plate, de- 
void of ornament, but carrying a silent 
plea, “strong enough to draw the con- 
tents from one’s purse.” For faintly 
graven on a medallion in the center was 
a pierced hand. This pierced hand had 
been her summons to Africa.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. H. 
H. Spahr, Collingdale, Pa. 


Don’t Make It Complicated.—But these 
are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


his name (v. 31). Advertising a certain 
shaving cream which was to be applied 
not with a brush, but with the ends of 
the fingers, the man said, “This is a 
simple process; don’t make it compli- 
cated.” That also is a good warning as 
we approach the study of God’s Word, 
Don’t make it complicated; just take it 
as it is. Come to it with the open- 
heartedness and the simple faith of a 
little child. That is the only way to dis- 
cover its blessedness, its beauty, and its 
power.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Help many to “believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Key Verse.—Make for each girl (or let 
her make it in class) a large key of stiff 
orange or gold paper. Print on it the key 
verse of John’s Gospel (20:31). The girls 
may carry these in their handbags, or 
Testaments, and use them as keys to open 
the subject of their faith in Christ with 
anyone to whom the Holy Spirit may lead 
them. 











“Do Ye Now BELIEve?” 


HAT is the difference between a 
doubter and a believer? 

What was the difference in the faith 
of the disciples before they saw the 
risen Christ and afterward? 

Why was Thomas not convinced by 
the testimony of the others? 

Do you now believe in Christ? Can 
you express this faith to others? Do 
there come times in your experience 
when Christ seems vague and far away? 
One of the surest tests of personal faith 
is a glowing testimony. How can you 
so renew the freshness of your fellow- 
ship with Him that your testimony has 
power? 

“Not every one that saitA unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven,” said the Lord Jesus 
(Matt. 7:21). 

A girl friend and I joined the church 
one Sunday morning while I was four- 
teen years of age, but it was not until 
several months later that I was born into 
God’s family (one evening in that same 
little church), and the Holy Spirit came 
into my heart to stay. 

When I told my friend about my new 
faith in Christ as my Saviour, she said, 
“Didn’t you believe before? I believed 
when I joined the church.” 

I was not, of course, a complete 
doubter before that night. I had be- 
lieved many things about Christ. The 
great difference was that I had never 
taken Him as my Saviour, and my Lord. 
Christ was living, I knew, but He was 
not living in me. Now, “to me to live 
IS CHRIST”! 
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Thomas was sincere in spite of his 
doubt. With his whole desire he wanted 
the Man of Calvary (2 Chron. 15:15), 
but in the depression of the-moment 
he could not believe that his Friend 
Jesus had died as his, Thomas’s, Lord 
and God. 


Next time the Spirit-changed disci- 
ples met together Thomas was shut away 
from the world with them, and there 
in the presence of these others he re- 
ceived his own conviction. He did not 
needgto put his “finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust” his “hand into” 
Jesus’ side in order to know that it was 
indeed the risen Christ and that these 
wounds were made because of him. 


“MY LORD AND MY GOD,” he wor- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for March 28 


shiped. He was Christ’s: 
God’s” (1 Cor. 3:23). 


Be Aa Key GIRL FOR THE LORD 
Review the seven star witnesses of 
John’s Gospel. (See Lesson 1.) Study 
the words they used. Give the incident 
that produced each testimony, and the 
effect of the testimony on the believer; 
on others. 


and “Christ is 


Witnesses: 


John, Baptist—‘“Behold the ‘Lamb 
of God” (John 1:29). 

Andrew — “We have found the Mes- 
sias” (1:41). 

Nathanael — “Thou art the Son of God; 
thou art the King of Israel” (1:49). 

Samaritan Woman—‘“Is not this the 
Christ?” (4:29.) 

Peter — “Thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (6:69). 

Martha—‘“I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God” (11:27). 

Thomas — “My Lord and my God” (20: 
28). 

These were some of the Lord’s key 
people, expressing, each in his or her 
own way, the key thought of this Gospel 
of the Heaven-sent One (20:31). 

Do you “believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God”? Are you sure 
that you now “have life through his 
name”? “Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed,” said 
the Lord, and He included you in this 
statement. 

Just as God sent His Son into the 
world to help folks to know that He is 
a living God, so the Son passed the chal- 
lenge on to His disciples (20:21). 
Through the years it has‘been handed 
down until now it is your turn to take 
up the challenge and tell people that 
God lives. Our God who is eternally 
alive depends upon us to present the 
gift of life (Dan. 6:26; John 14:19; Heb. 
13:8). 

As a key opens closed places, these 
key symbols you are giving to your girls 
may serve to open opportunities to wit- 
ness for Christ. The class might like 
to provide a number of keys for each 
girl so that she may. give them to those 
with whom she muss asking that in 
turn they be pass along to other 
friends. “As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you,” — teachers and girls. 


ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
wy 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 213) 


1. The disciples were glad “when they saw 
the Lord.” A vision of Christ Jesus is to- 
day the only thing that will bring. deep, 
Satisfying joy to a sorrowful world. 

2. Apparently their minds had been so 
Preoccupied with their own idea that’ He 
Was going to establish an earthly kingdom 
that they never grasped the. thought of 
His death and resurrection. 

3. It makes a great deal of difference, for 
if He did not rise we have no Gospel to 
preach. 


4. The question is foolish. Christ's. spirit 
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never died. His body died and that body 
was raised from the dead. 


5. Binding men’s sins upon them to be 
answered for in the day of judgment. 


6. The disciples were mere channels or 
agents through whom the Holy Spirit would 
live and work, and “reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness,.and of judgment” 
(John 16:8-11). 


7. The Lord Jesus could give the Holy 
Spirit because He was God as well as Man. 


8. Thomas, who had been absent from the 
Lord’s followers when the risen Christ ap- 
peared, wanted firsthand evidence that the 
Lord was alive. Just a glimpse of Christ 
brought the cry, “My Lord and my God.” 

9. The “aliveness” and enthusiasm of a 
devoted believer can manifest the reality 
of Christ in a human life, but faith must 
come through an individual conviction that 
“Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” 

10. “But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name” (John 20:31). 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—“Up from the 
grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er 
His foes!” So reads the hymn expressing the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. May He give 
us His blessing today as we turn to this ap- 
pearance of the Lord among His friends. 
Teach us, we pray, the solemn significance of 
this revealing meeting, which brought the 
disciples into a new consciousness of His dear 
presence, since He was once more among 
them. May we rejoice in the ever-present 
Christ whom no grave could hold in bondage, 
but who is the Lord of life, triumphant over 
death, bestowing His benedictions upon those 
who love Him, If any element of doubt 
should assail us, may we join with Thomas 
in his recognition of the Lord, “My Lord and 
my God.” In the name of the risen Lord we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Have you thought 
that what you believe makes.a great dif- 
ference to your life and what that life 
stands for? If Thomas was affected by 
his own doubts, what the Lord said about 
belief put those doubts into a very un- 
important place in Thomas’ thinking. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say, “Doubt 
your doubts but believe your beliefs,” 
The Lord actually stood there before 
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“MY LORD AND MY GOD” 














these men and dealt with Thomas very 
gently and very effectively in bringing 
him to see what was the truth about 
Himself. This Book is a Book of life 
and a Book to be believed. Rest your 
souls in quiet confidence upon what this 
Book reveals. The issues of God’s Word 
are marvelous in the results upon the 
minds of men, and I hope that each one 
of us can repeat from the heart the clos- 








* (13) 219 
BIBLE MEMODEX 


A doctrinally arranged Bible Memory aid used in class- 
es and rayer a F 10 cents each or 7% cents in 
lots of 80 or more imited quantity on hand. 

H. G. Vorsheim, Jr., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 58th and Chester Avenue, Philade' Pa. 





Encourages Bible Study 


“The greatest thing about the Course 
is that it makes you study the Bible 
instead of the lesson leaves.”* 
Grace Livingston Hill 
Samples—1l5c each; 4 grades 50c. 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 
Use “EVANGEL” Ministry 


Here is a new way to spread the Gospel and win 
souls. Regular, definite, resu/t/u/. 4-page month- 
= Proved in POWER. Space for Church 

ogram, Announcement or Personal Message. 
Many uses—all practical. Write for FREE 
sample enclosing stamp for mailing. 


THE DOORSTEP EVANGEL 
Dr. Willard M. Aldrich, Editor 
P. O. Box 1-T - . Vancouver, Wash. 














YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHURCH 
OF THE AIR 


Rev. Percy Crawford 
Gospel Singers - Brass Quartet 


“By young peo 
Jor { meen « Pea ola” 


- Every Sunday 4.30 P.M. (E.W.T.) 
The Mutual Broadcasting System 

















ae, 
Who Will Preach the Gospel | 
When the Church Is Gone? 


If you are a well-taught child of 
God, you know the answer — the 
Jews, of course. We call them some- 
times The Tribulation Jews. To 
them we must hand down our Torch 
of witness, that they may carry on, 
after we have eee the shout from 
heaven! 


And if this is wae, then do you not 
see the categorical imperative in- 
volved? It means that the true 
church must now evangelize Israel 
with a fervor and intensity never 
known before, to — Rem- 
nant to take up the estimony once 
the day of Grace is ended. is is 
the deeper meaning of the Jewish 
mission witness, and we are not asleep 
when it comes to an understanding of 
the inner workings and necessities of 
God’s dispensational program. 

If God leads you to fellowship with 
us in this divinely given task, we shall 
surely ——, your joining hands 
with us. Seoee feaple | is sent 

* to ee — is proving a 
blessing to many of the Lord’s people 
in opening their eyes to ay 
prophetic fulfillments meanings. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
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ing verse of this lesson. Let us say it 
together, “But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” 


g Children at Home 
Wash Tub Lake 


By Lillian E. Andrews 


UEEK! Queek! Queek! Beth 

Saunders stopped putting grass in 
the little, red goat cart and looked 
abcut her wonderingly. 

“Listen, Bob!” she exclaimed. “I hear 
something that sounds just like little 
ducks.” 

“There couldn’t be any little ducks 
away out here on the prairie,” objected 
Bob, as he stopped with his sickle in 
his hand and listened. “I know our 
little ducks can’t get out. I nailed a 
loose slat on their. run this morning. 
They couldn’t push it off, you know.” 

Bob was eight, a whole year older 
than his sister, and he could use a ham- 
mer almost like a grown man. He could 
swing a sickle, too, and Billy and Nanny 
and their two frisky kids were never 
without plenty of fresh grass. Billy 
seemed to be listening as closely as the 
children, as he stood in the shafts. 

“It must be little ducks,” insisted Beth, 
as the “queeking” began again. “Oh, 
Bob, look, quick! Here comes a mother 
duck and a whole family of baby ducks. 
One, two, three, four—there are eight 
of them! I can see them plainly now. 








_They’re so tired they can’t keep up. 


They’re just staggering along behind the 
mother and crying.” 

“That’s a wild duck,” exclaimed Bob. 
“She must have made her nest in some 
of these thick tufts of wild grass. She’s 
trying to lead her babies to the Big 
Slough just as Father says the ducks 
have done for hundreds and hundreds 
of years. She sees us! There she goes!” 

With a hoarse quack of warning, the 
mother duck rose in the air. Instantly 
the little ones flattened themselves to 
the ground. Beth and Bob could see only 
two of them. 

“Little ducks must have water or 
they'll die,” said Beth. “And the Big 
Slough is all dry. We're right on the 
edge of it. What can we do, Bob? It’s 
a shame those cunning little things must 
die.” 

“They shan’t die if we can help it,” 
declared Bob sturdily. “You stay here 
and watch them, and I’ll go to the house 
and get a big, flat pan and fill it with 
water. I'll dip the water out of the 
horse trough so it will be warm as the 
water in the Slough used to be.” 

Bob was gone but a short time. The 
mother duck had returned and was cir- 
cling anxiously overhead. Hastily Beth 
and Bob filled the big pan and hid them- 
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selves and Billy behind the thicket. As 
the mother duck dropped downward, all 
the little ducks toddled toward her. 
They were so tired it was pitiful to see 
them. 

Bob gave his sister an excited nudge. 
“The old duck has seen the water,” he 
whispered. “She’s afraid, but she wants 
some, She’s taking a drink.” 

Beth giggled. “There goes the first 
little one into the pan! Oh, Bob, did 
you ever see anything so cute? They’re 
all in the water now. What a time they 
are having! I guess they think they’re 
on the beach. That pan is going to be 
empty in a few minutes. How can we 
ever keep it full for them?” 

“We can’t,” said Bob sensibly. “We'll 
ask Mother for a wash tub. If we.dig 
a hole and set it so the rim will be level 
with the ground, it will be just like a 
little lake.” 

“Wash Tub Lake,” laughed Beth. “Let’s 
get to digging right away, Bob.” 

It was sunset by the time the children 
finished setting the tub in the ground 
and filling it with water. Bob made a 
little ladder of bricks at one side so 
the little ducks could get out, if the 
water got low. The next morning when 
he and Beth peeped through the thicket 
they had a big surprise. 

“My sakes !” ejaculated Beth, grasping 
Bob’s sleeve, “Why, there are three old 
ducks and three flocks of little ones! 
There must be about twenty ducks 
there.” 

“Twenty-four,” said Bob, who had 
been busy counting. “The first flock 


must have spread the news. I see where’ 


we'll have some job keeping that tub 
full this summer.” 

He was right. Sometimes the tub had 
to be filled two or three times a day. 
The wild ducks grew so tame that Bob 
and Beth could hold out a handful of 
grain and they would come and eat. it. 
Never before had they had so much fun. 


“We're going to miss them when they ’ 


go away,” said Beth, “but Father says 
they will come back in the spring.” 

Bob’s eyes sparkled. “I’ve got. some 
news for you, Beth, Mr, Early, the 
game warden, says we did so well with 
our Wash Tub Lake that he and some 
other men are going to build a dam 
across Big Slough and hold the snow 
water. Our ducks can bring all their 
relations with them and have a real lake 
to paddle in once more.” 

Beth clapped her hands. “Hurrah!” 
she cried. “Won’t that be great?” 

“Great for the ducks!” laughed Bob. 
“We'll have a lot of fun watching them, 
but I’m glad we shan’t have to haul the 
water to keep Big Slough full.” 

“So am I,” agreed Beth. “Wash Tub 
Lake seemed pretty big to us éven if 
it wasn’t on the map.” 


New BeprorD, Mass. 
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Lesson for March 28 


Lite—A Sure Evidence of God's 
Hand in Creation 


(Continued from page 207) 


last for a couple of lifetimes, you would 
admire it and be interested in the name 
of the watchmaker. If I told you that 
I picked it off a tree, or that every so 
often, by a conjunction of happy coin- 
cidences, the rocks would carry a vein 
of watches you would, quite properly, 
question my sanity. 

The world about us, far more intricate 
than any watch, filled with checks and 
balances of a hundred varieties, mar- 
velous beyond even the imagination of 
the most skilled scientific investigator, 
this beautiful and intricate creation bears 
the signature of its Creator, graven in 
its works. To the light-minded pleasure 
lover, or to the foolish skeptic, the mar- 
vels of creation mean less than the 
chiming clock to a young child. I have 
been walking through the beautiful for- 
ests of birch and hemlock and spruce 
in. the White Mountains of New Eng- 
land. Every mossy bank and every de- 
caying log furnishes the forcing bed for 
scores of young trees. All about me the 
mighty forest trees are busily storing 
the energy of light and heat in the won- 
derful chemical reactions by which car- 
bon dioxide and water are transformed 
into cellulose — “wood” — we call it. If 
the wood be sliced into minutely thin 
sections and examined under a micro- 
scope, we see it to be a most interesting 
structure, composed of billions and thou- 
sands of millions of living cells, each 
with its appropriate function and place 
in the living tree. The water solution, 
the sap, contains scores and hundreds 
of chemical compounds; each, again, 
with its uses, and all indispensable to 
the living, growing tree. The poet may 
well write, “I think that I shall never 
see a poem lovely as a tree.” In form 
and in structure and in the growth mech- 
anisms of the living plant it is truly 
lovely. In this vast forest, millions of 
tons of carbon are stored up as part of 
the wood, and thousands of millions of 
gallons of water have been combined 
with this carbon which the leaves of 
the tree have extracted from the air 
which carries mere fractions of a per 
cent of carbon in the form of an invisible 
gas—carbon dioxide gas. The forests 
of other ages form the very stuff of 


.« the living forests of today. Here is a 


wonderful life cycle which is made pos- 
sible by a whole series of interrelated 
chemical transformations. 

As I look about me in this green, cathe- 
dral dusk of crowding life, I see here 
and there a dead young tree. No chemi- 
cal test, no microscope, no delicate bal- 
ance, though it be poised to weigh the 
ten thousandth part of an eyelash, will 
ever trace the difference between life 
and death. What is the elusive, evan- 
escent yet mighty thing we call “life”? 
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Nature cannot answer, but God has done 
so.. John, among other writers of God’s 
Word, wrote: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 
In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men” (John 1:1-4). - So life 
comes from the Creator and is the last 
seal upon the book of creation, the seal 
which is the very fingerprint of God. 
As we identify people by their fin- 
gerprints, and as no two are alike be- 
cause the fingerprint is completely char- 
acteristic of the individual, so here is 
God’s fingerprint in the natural world. 
We call God’s fingerprint “life,” and we 
may be sure that there is none like it. 
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Would You Like a Copy of This Book 
Without Money Cost to You? 


"Can the Christian Now Selieve 
tn Evolution?” 
By William Hallock Johnson, Ph.D., D.D. 


President Emeritus of Lincoln University 








This is not a new book, but it deals in a scholarly, timely manner 
with a question that is perplexing to many, and of perennial interest. 
The book answers such questions as: Does evolution refute the 
miraculous? Did man fall or is he progressing constantly? 
Was the world created by God, or did it evolve of itself? 


The evidence for and against evolution is carefully weighed; the 
philosophy which results from acceptance of the evolution theory is 
clearly pointed out. 


%* The late Dr. Howard Kelly said of this book, “It is an ad- 
mirable, clear presentation of the subject, and perfectly fair 
to both sides.” 

%& Rev. Samuel C. H of West Chester, Pennsylvania, 
has recently said of this » “You have done more to help 
the ave minister to find ground for reasonable rejection 
of evolution than any man in recent years.” 


Of especial value to the pastor, Sunday-school teacher, and other 
Bible teachers. 188 pages, bound in dark blue cloth 





HOW YOU MAY OBTAIN A COPY 


A copy of this book will be given to each Times subscriber who sends us one 
NEW 24-week subscription at $1.00. This offer is good in the United States only, 
and the subscriptions are to be from new subscribers, or those who have not been 
subscribers within the past six months. Just send us the name and address of the 
new subscriber, and $1.00 by check, cash, or money order, and the book will be 
sent to = without charge. The new subscriber’s name will be entered on our 
mailing list to receive the Times for 24 weeks. 


This offer good on NEW subscriptions only, and the supply of these books is 
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The poet well exclaims: “My God, how 
wonderful Thou art! How frail and 
weak we are.” Truly, nature has a thou- 
sand lessons to teach if.we will but study 
them attentively and follow them 
through to their conclusions. 

Paul wrote that unless a grain of wheat 
fall into the ground and die it will not 
live again (1 Cor. 15:36). Every sprout- 
ing seed repeats the,lesson. The tiny, 
almost transparent, seeds of the mighty 
hemlocks about me carry, packed up in 
their cell structure, this “life” which 
brings the springing plantlet through the 
feathery, mossy bed where the minute 
seed has lodged; and I know that each 
mighty hemlock about me started just 
as these tiny, tender, fragile, inch-long 
strands of tender green are sprouting 
upward, multiplying their cells, manu- 
facturing their chemical compounds, or- 
ganizing the gases of the air, and the 
radiations of the sun, together with a 
pinch of salts from the earth, into a 
tree, into a forest of trees. Man can 
but bow in humility and be lost in 
wonder, before these marvels, endlessly 
repeated upon every hand. 


(To be continued) , 
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The Tabernacle Gate 


(Continued from page 206) 


sprinkle the blood upon the altar round 
about.” 

A difficulty is presented by the fif- 
teenth chapter of Numbers when one 
attempts to determine whether or not 
only Israelites were admitted through 
the gate. The early verses of this chap- 
ter described the various kinds of offer- 
ings; then, concerning the “stranger” it 
is written, “As ye do, so he shall do... 
One law and one manner shall be for 
you, and for the stranger that sojourneth 
with you” (vs. 14-16). But it would 
seem that this passage refers to the forms 
of the offerings, rather than to the full 
acceptance of a stranger into the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and the privilege 
of entering the Tabernacle court. ; 

It is a generally accepted view that 
both the gate and the door typify Christ 
as the Door. George Rogers in a little 
book entitled “The Tabernacle or The 
Gospel According to Moses” (Morgan 
and Scott, London) writes: “At the east 
end was a hanging called the Gate. ... 
This gate is Christ, the one gate, the 
one only door to God and‘to happiness 
in this life, or in the life which is to 
come.” ... “That the gate, door, and 
vail represent Jesus Christ, the divinely- 
appointed way of entrance into the 
church, which is the house of God; into 
the kingdom of the Father; into the 
privileges of the saints; into the fellow- 
ship of the sheep of Christ; into the 
favour and friendship of God; and into 
Heaven itself, no one that is taught of 
God will deny (John x:1-9; xiv: 6).” 


_W. H. Walker, in “Shadow and Sub- 























stance, or The Testimony of the Taber- 
nacle to Christ and Christian Truth” 
(E. Scott, Printer and Publisher, New 
York) says: “There was but one gate 
into the court, so there is but one Sav- 
iour in whom we can have salvation 
and who is the only way to God.... 
The teaching of the gate of the court 
is very important and blessed. I am met 
there as a sinner simply, and John 3:16 
expresses the truth which meets me 
there.” - (Both of these books are old, 
and it is not known whether they are 
still in print.) 

There is a valuable booklet1 on the 
whole teaching of the Tabernacle en- 
titled “Christ in the Tabernacle,” by 
W. W. Rugh, founder and for many 
years dean of the Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania. ‘There are hundreds of 
people now in Christian work who owe 
a great debt of gratitude to Mr. Rugh 
for his warm-hearted, discerning mes- 
sages on the whole Scripture, which 
came out of his own long experience 
in personal Bible study and Christian 
service. Concerning the gate Mr. Rugh 
wrote: “For us, the gate is a type of 
Christ as the Way, the only way that 
God has opened for men to come to the 
Father (John 14:6). The gate was made 
of four colors, blue, purple, scarlet, and 
fine twined linen. The blue, the color 
of the atmospheric heavens encircling 
the earth, is typical of Christ as the 
heavenly One, the Son of God who is in 
the bosom of the Father, who came down 
from the Father’s bosom that He might 
bring us into the place from which He 
came (John 1:18; 14:3; 17:23, 24; 20:31). 
The purple is the royal color, the color 
of kings’ garments, and is typical of 
Christ as the royal One, the King of 
Israel, as revealed in Matthew’s Gospel 
(Matt. 1:1; 2:2). The scarlet, the color 
of blood, typifies the suffering, sorrow- 
ing, sympathizing Saviour seeking and 
saving the lost, as revealed in Luke’s 
Gospel (Luke 19:10). The fine linen, 
ever a type of righteousness (Rev. 19:8), 
in the gate is typical of Christ as the 
righteous, faithful Servant of God’s 
grace, as revealed in Mark’s Gospel 
(Mark 10:45). The gate upheld by its 
four pillars of brass is thus a type of 
Christ as: He is revealed through the 
four Gospel writers. From this we learn 
that no man can come to the Father 
without a knowledge of the historical 
Christ who came to earth and actually 
accomplished the work of redemption 
(John 17:3; Acts 4:12).” 


1 May be obtained from the Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, 1530 N. 16th St., Philadelphia, 
25 cents a copy. 

ye 


You may have a handy binder for your 
copies of THe Sunpay Scuoot Trues ij 
you will send in two new 24-week sub- 
scriptions at $1 each. Or, the binder 
may be purchased at $1.25 postpaid, from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 4. V. The Golden Rule: What It Means 
Me. Matt. 7:12. 


Sunday, March 28 


IV. The Lord’s Prayer: What It Means 
to Me (Matt. 6:9-13) 





Mon.—“Our Father’ (Eph, 4:6). 

Tues.—‘‘Hallowed be thy name” (Isa. 6: 
3). 

Wed.—“Thy will be done” (1 John 2:17). 

Thurs.—“Give us ... our daily bread” 


(Jas. 1:17). 

Fri.—‘“Forgive us ... as we forgive” 
(Mark 11:25). 

Sat.—“Thine is the kingdom’’ (Rev. 11: 
15). 











Topics and Daily Readings are copyrighted 
by the International Society of Christian 
Endeavor, and are ‘used by permission. 


IKE the Beatitudes, which we con- 
sidered in our prayer meeting last 
week, the prayer which is generally 
called “The Lord’s Prayer,” in the strict- 
est sense, is part of the teaching which 
the Lord Jesus gave to His disciples con- 
cerning the Kingdom to be set up when 
the King returns. However, this prayer, 
down through the years, has been used 
so generally by the Christian church in 
public worship, and by individual Chris- 
tians in private devotions, that it holds 
a unique and well-nigh unshakable 
place in the affections of most believers. 
Let us see, therefore, some truths 
that believers in this dispensation of 
grace may find in this prayer. 
4 
In the opening phrase (v. 9), the Lord’s 
Prayer tells us that it is only for be- 
lievers. Only those who have become 
“sons” through faith in the, Lord Jesus 
(John 1:12) can address God as “Father.” 
That God is the One so addressed is 
shown by the fact that He is “in 
heaven.” Never in the Old Testament is 
God addressed as “Father.” He is spoken 
of as like a father, but not until Christ 
came did men understand God’s love in 
that intimate, personal sense that finds 
expression in the word “Father.” 
b 4 
The second phrase (v. 9) reminds ‘us 
that worship should have a part in all 
prayer. The reverent recognition -of 
God’s holiness and of His right to re- 
ceive our adoration and praise is a fit- 
ting preface to the voicing of any re- 
quésts we may desire to make. All too 
often we rush into God’s presence like 
noisy children, thinking only of what we 
want. 
p-4 


Next comes a prayer for the extension 
of God’s Kingdom (vy. 10) and will to 
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New GOSPEL Posters 


‘For indoor and Outdoor Use 
Suitable for bulletin boards, Sunday ~~ 
rooms, mission work, window display, and 

Open-air meetings. 
Two series and sizes 

No.1. 28 x 44 inches with 2% inch blue letters 
on white background. $1.10 a set of 5 

sters. Postpaid. “ 

No. 2. Bex 40 inches. White letters on blue 
scroll design. $1.10 a set of 4 posters. 
Postpaid. 

“*THE WORD OF TRUTH’’ POSTERS 

1471 Dean Street Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Home Made “ Evangeline” Marmalades 
Orange — Kumquat — Grapefruit — Assorted 
(Specify which in ae 














An excellent gift to your friends. atrons have 
expressed delight with ““Evangeline”’ bo Une wh 
Prepaid - Insured 


HALF DOZEN 16 oz. JARS - . ° 
ONE DOZEN 16 0z.JARS . . . . $4.28 
West of Mississippi River add 50 cents for express 
“A Trial and You'll Want More” nd orders to 
Evangel Bible Institute P. O. Box 99, Largo, Fila. 








Sure it’s a Favorite! 
3000 CHRISTIAN MUSIC LOVERS 
HELPED COMPILE IT 





FAVORITE HYMNS No. 2 


You'll like this favorite of favorites, com- 
piled from the choices of thousands of 
Christian music lovers all over the coun- 
try. A general purpose songbook for Bible 
school and church. Contains 300 outstand- 
ing selections for all occasions — Sunday 
school songs and communion hymns, spe- 
cial day numbers, youth choruses, and 
children’s songs. $45 a hundred, cloth; 
or $30 a hundred, paper; not prepaid. 


FREE SAMPLE to any songbook committee 
considering the purchase of new books. 
Send name. address and name of church 
to Dept. SS-3 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


Ohio 
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every part of earth in the same man- 
ner in which His will is perfectly obeyed 
in Heaven. The importance of this re- 
quest lies in the fact that only when 
God’s will is done here on earth can there 
be permanent peace and lasting bless- 
ing for those who dwell on the earth. In 
the present dispensation of grace, God 
often withholds judgment, and in long- 
suffering lovingly waits for men to turn 
to Him and willingly and gladly to obey 
Him. Some refuse, and insist on their 
own way and will, and so we have 
strife, unrest, hatred, injustice, and 
countless other social and moral evils. 
But when Christ comes again, civil and 
social righteousness will be established 
and enforced, to give men the first im- 
partial and perfect government they 
have ever known. 
+4 


' ‘Then follows a request for daily food 
(vy. 11). Here God is acknowledged 
as the Creator-Provider, in whose hands 
jare all the processes of nature whereby 
life is sustained. The Christian looks 
beyond the supplying of material needs, 
‘important as that is, to the spiritual food 
which his Father has abundantly pro- 
vided in the living Bread which came 
‘down from Heaven (John 6:51) and in 
the written Word, given for his nourish- 
ment and strengthening (1 Cor. 3:2). 
ye 


~ )In the request for forgiveness (v. 12) 
‘some Bible teachers see only the King- 
dom nature of this “Lord’s Prayer,” in 
_that, under grace, we are forgiven freely 
jand for Christ’s sake (Eph. 1:7), when 
.we “confess” our sins to God (1 John 
41:9). ‘This is blessedly true, yet may not 
[believers find here a reminder that the 
hiding of iniquity, or sin, even the sin 
of unforgiveness, in our hearts makes it 
,impossible for God to hear us? (Psa, 
‘ 66: 18.) 


To ask not to be led into temptation 
May seem strange as we think of James’ 
,; words that God tempts no man (Jas. 
1:13). God does not tempt men to do 
evil, but He does permit testing, to 
istrengthen faith and to separate and 
purify us from sinful tendencies and de- 
‘sires. Such testing, or chastening, is not 
pleasant, but grievous (Heb. 12:11), and 
‘while we should not seek to escape a 
/meeded correction or purifying, never- 
‘theless it is entirely in order to ask God 
to spare us such testing if His will can 
be accomplished in some other way. 

Deliverance from evil (v. 13) may be 
viewed as a plea for deliverance from the 
power of “the Evil One” as well as res- 
cue from the evil of the old nature 
within us. God has provided for be- 
lievers “the way of escape” (1 Cor. 10: 
13): in the One who was tempted “in 

all points like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15). 
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{ With the New Books 


Why You Should Not Be a Seventh- 
Day Adventist. By E. B. Jones. (Author, 
P.O. Box 50, Lake St. Station, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., 25 cents, 10 for $2.) Many 
people are asking about the teaching 
of Seventh-Day Adventism. They are 
puzzled to know why radio broadcasts 
under these auspices do not make their 
sponsorship perfectly clear, and why 
sellers of their literature refrain from 
disclosing their denominational affilia- 
tion. They wonder what the special be- 
liefs are, other than that the seventh day 
should be kept peculiarly sacred. These 
and many other questions are answered 
here by one who was himseif a mem- 
ber of that sect and identified with it 
in a public way. He knows and loves 
personally many who are now connected 
with it, but longs to see them set free 
from the bondage which it engenders. 
In his “40 Bible-supported reasons” he 
states briefly and plainly forty peculiar 
teachings of the group, giving the source 
from which he quotes (one of their own 
books or writings), and then answers each 
plainly from the Scriptures. There are 
forty-eight pages crowded with infor- 
mation. Mr. Jones’ handling of the sub- 
ject is clear and keen, but humble, 
kindly, and warm with evangelical zeal 
to win souls to the joy and peace that 
is found through faith in Christ alone. 


More Stately Mansions. By Brenda 
Cannon. (The Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, $1.) Richard Twadell 
Whitcomb is a rather unusual scion of 
the city élite. Heart-hungry he seeks 
for something ‘miles higher and better 
than the old round of snobbish enter- 
tainment to which his set is accustomed. 
His quest leads to a variety of interests 
including a business school, where at 
last he sees Garnet. Thornton, a sweet, 
sincere girl who has long felt plenty of 
thrills whenever she thought of Richard. 
But the high-collar Whitcomhs will have 
nothing to do with Garnet-—they have 
already chosen for their son a girl from 
another world, 

Thus begins the study in contrasts, — 
the big-wigs with the middle class no- 
bodies, the vampire with the “unvamp- 
able,” the earthy and irreligious with 
the simple, joyous believer, the irrespon- 
sible playboy with the charge-to-keep 
sort of Christian. And the .course of 
true love would flow stormily indeed 
were it not for Garnet’s Christ, who 
proves Himself once again the God of 
miracles in saving both soul and body 
of the story’s hero. A sweet and enter- 
taining tale and one of more than ordi- 
nary inspiration. 

Scriptural X-ray of Remans. By Keith 
L. Brooks, D.D. (American Prophetic 
League, Inc., Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, 
Los Angeles, 50 cents.) Just how does 
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the Gospel meet every human need? The 
Book of Romans is- the answer, and Dr. 
Brooks’ study helps immeasurably to a 
more perfect understanding of this book. 
Pursuing his usual method, he considers 
the contents verse by verse, asking a 
question or making an unfinished state- 
ment, leaving space to write in the an- 
swer, then giving the Scripture refer- 
ence. Cross references are also frequent, 
and there are many pointed anecdotes 
or personal comments. When the doc- 
trine is one about which theologians 
differ, Dr. Brooks states both sides, but 
leaves the reader in no doubt as to where 
he stands, that salvation is all of grace 
though faith be married to works to 
bring about its acceptance, that immer- 
sion is the most Scriptural mode of bap- 
tism, that no person is foreordained to 
be lost, and that Romans 7 does not 
describe the experience of a saved man. 


The study on Chapter eight is espe- 
cially fine in that it brings out the seven- 
point victory,—over condemnation of 
sin, dominion of sin, the carnal mind, 
the mortal body, bondage to fear, suf- 
fering and infirmity, and over all spir- 
itual foes. 


The Gospel of the Grace of God. By 
J. Clyde Turner. (Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $1.) Story illustrations 
sprout like flowers all through the gar- 
den of these thirteen sermons on grace. 
And it is a well-plotted garden, exhibit- 
ing first, “The Gospel of the Grace of 
God”; next, the Riches of that Grace; 
then, the Gospel of Saving, of Abound- 
ing, Transforming, Sustaining, Preven- 
tive, Providential, Enabling, Sacrificial, 
and Glorifying Grace. Lastly, there is 
the Throne of Grace and “Making Void 
the Grace of God.” 


The messages are strong in their Gos- 
pel content, and the reader is constantly 
turned from the considerations of the- 
ology to its source, Christ Himself, until 
he would say as Spurgeon did to John 
Robertson, “After we get to Heaven, I 
won’t see you for 1,800 years, I'll be so 
taken up with the Face of Christ” But 
they are also tender messages, and full 
of incentive to that courage described 
by the author in Henry Martyn, who, 
when threatened with death if he did not 
recite the Moslem credo, cried, “God is 
God and Jesus Christ is His Son!” 


Dr. Turner has been for thirty-seven 
years a preacher of the Word, and the 
present series is an enlargement of his 
annual sermon at the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1940. 


Carry On. By John Lacy Wharton. 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.) 
If a two-year-old can stand on a log 
and shout out the text of the preceding 
Sunday, “Loose him and let him go!” 
one naturally concludes that child will 
become a preacher. And the child 
did. So forceful and rugged a preacher 
that now after his death, certain of his 
messages are sent forth by friends, as a 
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memorial and.to continue the great work 
in which he was so successful. 

Gloria Young writes the first chapter 
as.a brief biography of this preacher, 
John Wharton of Texas. 
,chapter is the sermon given by Dr. Mar- 
shall Craig of Dallas at Dr. Wharton’s 
funeral. Between the two are nine 
rather unusual sermons, which are best 
described, perhaps, by the word “chal- 
lenging.” “Stand,ready to rebuild when 
the Lord calls!” is the cry of the first, 
and “Get the rubbish out of the way!” 
of the second. The challenge of tithing 
is set forth strongly, as is that of civic 
duty in ridding the land of gambling 
and drink evils. Nearly every page 
prods the soul with some kind of ex- 
hortation to move forward! step up with 
Christ! carry on! fight the good fight! 

Dr. Wharton was voted Longview’s 
most useful citizen in 1929, and before 
his death he completed an adequate and 
well organized church plant in that city. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 22 to 28 


Men.—John 20:19-23. 
Appearance to Ten Apostles. 
PrayER Succestions: “Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.” 
Our Lord, after rising from the dead, 
showed Himself to His disciples. Dur- 
ing a period of forty days He ate, drank, 
and talked with them, and they handled 
Him and knew that He was truly risen 
from among the dead. They were His 
witnesses (Acts 10:39-41). All we know 
of the Lord’s resurrection we learn from 
these faithful men. Pray for Tennessee 
Mountain Mission, Dayton, Tenn. 


Tues.—John 20:24-29. 
Appearance to Eleven Apostles. 
; Paawme SuccestTions: “He was seen... 
of: all the apostles” (1 Cor, 15:7). Our 
Lord’s first appearances after His resur- 
rection were to one’s and two’s, but later 
He showed Himself to the apostles many 
times. Later as many as five hundred 
people saw Him at one time. The apos- 
tles. were God’s chosen witnesses of 
Christ’s resurrection to the people (Acts 
10:40-42). Thank God for them. Pray 
for World Dominion Movement, 156 Fifth 

Ate.,, New York. 


Wed.—Luke 24:27-35. 
Appearance to Two Disciples. 
Prayer Succestions: “Their eyes were 
opened, and they knew him.” Only one 


of. the. two to whom Christ appeared 
en the road to Emmaus is known— 
“Cleopas,” 


The unnamed disciple was 
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not. an apostle (see v. 33). Our Lord 
made Himself known to them in a way 
that melts the heart. As He drew near 
and made Himself known at the table 
and in the upper room, these men, in 
the depth of sorrow, were lifted up into 
the sweetest joy. The Lord loves to 
cheer and bless His sorrowing people. 
Pray for “Pioneer Missionary Broad- 
caster” Radio Station HCJB, Quito, Ec- 
uador. 


Thurs.—John 21:1-7a. 
Appearance to Seven Apostles. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus shewed 
himself again to the disciples at the sea 
of Tiberias.” The names of seven dis- 
ciples to whom our Lord appeared are 
mentioned. Peter, who made the great 
confession; “doubting” Thomas; hesitat- 
ing Nathanael; and James and John, the 
“sons of thunder,” were in that com- 
pany. The thrilling account of these 
seven men meeting with the risen Lord 
on the seashore should often be read by 
every believer. John wrote this account 
and we know his record is true. Pray 
for Cicero Bible Colportage Assn., 2228 
52nd Ave., Cicero, Illinois. 


Fri.—Acts 9:1-9. Appearance to Paul. 

PraYER Succestions: “And he said, Who 
art thou, Lord?” When Paul wrote his 
first letter to the Corinthians he listed 
some of the resurrection appearances of 
Christ. “Last of all,” he said, “he was 
seen of me also.” The Lord appeared 
to him first in order to convert him, and 
later to appoint him as a preacher of 
His Gospel. What the Lord did for Saul, 
He will one day do for the Jewish peo- 
ple. “They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and mourn” 
(Zech. 12:10). As Saul was converted 
in a moment, so a nation shall be born 
in a day; as Paul became a blessing to 
the world, so Israel will be. “Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem.” 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 
Witnesses of the Resurrection. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He was buried, 
. rose again the third day ... was 
seen.” Witnesses of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion, almost five hundred in number, 
were actually living when Paul wrote 
this fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
Remember, too, that Paul preached 
everywhere that Christ was raised from 
the dead, even to rulers and to mem- 
bers of the most learned society in the 
world at Athens; The proof of Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead given by 
these witnesses never can be proved 
false. Easter had a beginning some- 
where; 
Christ’s resurrection was that cause. He 
was raised from among the dead. Pray 
for the Cleveland Hebrew Mission, 11609 
Kinsman Rd., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 15:20-26. 
“Christ the Firstfruits.” 
Prayer SuGcEsSTIONS: “Every man in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; aft- 
erward they that are Christ’s at his 


it must have had a cause. 
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coming.” Note the order in the resur- 
rections. Christ was first; His “own” 
will be next, and lastly the wicked dead 
shall rise. Blessed are those who have 
part in the first of these coming resur- 
rections. Will you be among this num- 
ber? What is your ground of hope? On 
whose word do you rest? Pray for 
Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief 
Society, Inc., 710 Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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